Comment Form — 1st Draft of SAR for Back-up Facilities

Please use this form to submit comments on the proposed SAR for Back-up Facilities.  Comments must be submitted by December 5, 2006.  You may submit the completed form by e-mail to sarcomm@nerc.com with the words “Back-up Facilities” in the subject line.  If you have questions please contact Ed Dobrowolski at Ed.Dobrowolski@nerc.net or by telephone at 609-452-8060.

	Individual Commenter Information

(Complete this page for comments from one organization or individual.)

	Name: 
     

	Organization: 
     

	Telephone: 
     

	E-mail:
     

	NERC Region
	
	Registered Ballot Body Segment

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ERCOT

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FRCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MRO

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NPCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RFC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SERC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SPP

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WECC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA – Not Applicable
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 — Transmission Owners

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2 — RTOs, ISOs, Regional Reliability Councils

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3 — Load-serving Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4 — Transmission-dependent Utilities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5 — Electric Generators

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6 — Electricity Brokers, Aggregators, and Marketers

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7 — Large Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8 — Small Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	9 — Federal, State, Provincial Regulatory or other Government Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	10 — Regional Reliability Organizations and Regional Entities

	


	Group Comments (Complete this page if comments are from a group.)

Group Name: 
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Contact Segment:
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Contact E-mail:
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*If more than one Region or Segment applies, indicate the best fit for the purpose of these comments.  Regional acronyms and segment numbers are shown on prior page.

Background Information:
This project involves upgrading the requirements in these two standards:

COM-001: Telecommunications 

          EOP-008: Plans for Loss of Control Center Functionality 
There are many stakeholder comments about this set of standards that need to be resolved.  For example, the requirements in EOP-008 need additional specificity — for example R1 requires entities to have a contingency plan, but does not require that entities have the facilities identified in the plan.  There are back-up facility requirements in several other standards (including COM-001), and this SAR would move all those requirements into either the certification standards or in this revised standard.  

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (FERC’s) October 20, 2006 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) on Mandatory Standards for the Bulk-Power System included language that suggested the following changes should be made to EOP-008, and industry discussion is needed on these proposed changes: 

· Include a Requirement that all reliability coordinators have full backup control centers since they are essential to Bulk-Power System reliability.  

· Provision for back-up capabilities should be an explicit Requirement. Such backup capability, at a minimum, must: (1) be independent of the primary control center; (2) be capable of operating for a prolonged period of time; and (3) provide for a minimum set of tools and facilities to replicate the critical reliability functions of the primary control center.

The development may include other improvements to the standards deemed appropriate by the drafting team, with the consensus of stakeholders, consistent with establishing high quality, enforceable and technically sufficient bulk power system reliability standards.

You do not have to answer all questions.  Enter All Comments in Simple Text Format.  
Insert a “check” mark in the appropriate boxes by double-clicking the gray areas.

1. Do you believe that there is a reliability-related need to upgrade the requirements in this set of standards? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
2. Do you agree with the scope of the proposed project?  (The scope includes all the items noted on the ‘Standard Review Forms’ attached to the SAR as well as other improvements to the standards that meet the consensus of stakeholders, consistent with establishing high quality, enforceable, and technically sufficient bulk power system reliability standards.) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
3. Please identify any additional revisions that should be incorporated into this set of standards, beyond those that have already been identified in the SAR.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
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