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December 10, 2009

TO: 
Balancing Authorities
Load-Serving Entities
Distribution Providers
Purchasing-Selling Entities
Industry Stakeholders

Announcement of the Demand Response Availability Data System (DADS) 

Phase I & II Data Request

In accordance with Section 1600 of the North American Electric Reliability Corporation’s (NERC) Rules of Procedure, NERC is announcing its plan to implement a mandatory data request following the recommendations proposed in the report entitled Demand Response Availability Data System (DADS): Phase I & II (“Report”).

DADS is described in the Report.  The Report was developed in 2009 by a Planning Committee task force and was approved by NERC’s Planning Committee on September 16, 2009.  The Report is posted on the NERC website and may be downloaded at http://www.nerc.com/docs/pc/drdtf/DADS_Phase_III_Final_090109.pdf. 

DADS Data Request Summary Information

The italicized language is information that must accompany a Section 1600: Request for Information or Data. Capitalized terms are defined in the Demand Response Availability Data System (DADS): Phase I & II Report at the link provided above.
1. A description of the data or information to be requested, how the data or information will be used, and how the availability of the data or information is necessary for NERC to meet it obligations under applicable laws and agreements.

i. A description of the data or information requested.

Reporting entities (see numbered paragraph 3 below) will be required to submit information about their individual Demand Response Programs and each event where Demand Response was used, during a specified reporting period. 
Demand Response Program information includes information that will be used within DADS to associate other types of reported data to a given Demand Response Program and assess the magnitude of existing Demand Response Programs. This data includes:

· Reporting entity Information

· Demand Response Program Information

· Contact Information

· Relationship with other Programs (e.g., mutually exclusive, jointly  enrolled)

· Program Enrollment Data

Reliability Event Data will be reported for Demand Response services in which resources are obligated over a defined period of time to provide Demand Response upon deployment by the appropriate reporting entity.  Reliability Event Data refers to emergency or contingency events, not economic Demand Response deployments.

Demand Response Event information includes information that will be used within DADS to track the performance of a Demand Response Program after an event has occurred.  This data includes:

· Event Type and Reason

· Product/Service Type 

· Location (Region/subregion/Balancing Authority/local zone)
· Advance Notification, Deployment, Reduction Deadline, Release/Recall, and Normal Operations Date/Time 

· Committed Load Reduction (MW)

· Number of Committed Resources

· Dispatched (MW) and Hourly Estimated Realized Energy (MWh) and Load Reduction (MW) through the Demand Response Event.

ii. How the data or information will be used.

Quarterly reports will include the statistics and metrics based on data listed in the previous section.  Aggregation will be performed, where applicable, to provide a snapshot of how much Demand Response was available during the reporting timeframe.  Additionally, Reliability Event data will be analyzed, and an overall assessment of performance will be included.  In addition to the DADS quarterly reports, NERC Reliability Assessments (Long-Term, Seasonal, or Special) may include references to aggregated DADS data for an assessment of Demand Response. 

DADS, as designed, will not be used to meet any NERC Reliability Standard or Compliance Requirements.  Data reporting and analysis are intended for technical studies and an overall assessment of Demand Response. 

iii. How the availability of the data or information is necessary for NERC to meet it obligations under applicable laws and agreements.

Pursuant to Section 215 of the Federal Power Act, NERC develops Reliability Standards.  Whether a new standard is needed or whether an existing standard needs to be modified, sound data is needed.

Historical data on Demand Response availability and performance to supplement projected participation levels, which is currently collected as part of the annual NERC Long-Term Reliability Assessment data request, can provide accurate projections of Demand Response for use in planning and operating the bulk power system.  Such projections of Demand Response availability can be adjusted to reflect day-to-day variations in weather, customer load variability and other factors.  

As participation in Demand Response Programs grow, it will be increasingly important to fully characterize and continuously update the data about these programs by including their load impact, predictability, and availability with frequent use. For all these reasons, NERC is proposing to collect Demand Response Event data in order to develop accurate performance metrics reflective of a range of system conditions. 

2. A description of how the data or information will be collected and validated.

A detailed data collection process is described in Chapter 2 of the Report. The final reporting process will be dependent on a web-based reporting mechanism using the data collection forms.  Data validation occurs both when data is entered and when it is processed.  Submitted data will be subject to follow specific rules embedded within the reporting form.  Data will be subject to a thorough review by the Demand Response Data Task Force.  Additional validation will occur using a “parent/child” relationship system for the reporting parties. Prior to web-based reporting, spreadsheets will be used to collect and process the data that is submitted on a voluntary basis.
3. A description of the entities (by functional class and jurisdiction) that will be required to provide the data or information (“reporting entities”).

Reporting entities that will be responsible for submitting DADS data are defined as an entity that either dispatches a Demand Response Resource and/or administers a Demand Response Program, product or service and that is on the NERC Compliance Registry as one of the following:
· Balancing Authorities
· Load-Serving Entities
· Distribution Providers
· Purchasing-Selling Entities
The submission of Phase II DADS data will be mandatory for all U.S. entities listed above who are on the NERC Compliance Registry beginning in calendar year 2011.  Non-U.S. entities in the list who are also NERC members are required to comply with NERC’s Rules of Procedure, and because Phase II DADS data are being requested in accordance with Section 1600, non-U.S. reporting entities must also provide Phase II DADS data.
4. The schedule or due date for the data or information.

Reporting entities will be required to submit Demand Response Program and Reliability Event data on a quarterly basis.  Beginning in 2011, quarterly data will be due each year on June 1st for Quarter 1, September 1st for Quarter 2, December 1st for Quarter 3, and March 1st (of the following year) for Quarter 4.  A detailed data collection timeline is presented in Chapter 2 of the Report.  All reporting entities must submit Program Registration data by June 1, 2011.  Registration of new programs and updates to existing programs, including registration and enrollment information, are required in each reporting cycle.
5. A description of any restrictions on disseminating the data or information (e.g., “confidential,” “critical energy infrastructure information,” “aggregating” or “identity masking”).

Anyone seeking confidential treatment of data must comply with the requirements of Section 1500 of NERC’s Rules of Procedure.  Data submitted that is classified as Confidential Information shall be managed in accordance with NERC’s treatment of Confidential Information as described in Section 1500 of the Rules of Procedure.  Confidential data will not be accessible by others except the Responsible Entity that submitted that data and NERC staff, who will be responsible for its analysis; however, aggregate data may be used for metrics and presented to third parties as necessary or appropriate.  

DADS is intended to serve as a valuable tool, not only for reliability and resource adequacy analysis, but for research outside of NERC.  Requests for access to non-confidential data will be granted upon approval from NERC staff. 
6. An estimate of the relative burden imposed on the reporting entities to accommodate the data or information request.

The burden of data reporting was minimized in an effort to balance usefulness, availability, and resource requirements.  No data requested by DADS is beyond the capabilities of each Responsible Entity.  DADS data is already gathered and collected by the Responsible Entities.  Most of the burden of data collections and system management will fall on NERC and the Responsible Entities.  The primary responsibility of the Responsible Entities will be to comply with reporting requirements and intervals, provide updated data as it becomes available, and maintain transparency, traceability, and audit trails.  The primary responsibility of NERC is to manage the DADS system, prepare metrics relative to the programs and performance of demand response, and report the findings.  All requested data should be readily available to Responsible Entities and little change to existing reporting systems is expected. 

DADS Comments Requested
Comments on DADS as it is more fully described in the report are requested by Monday, January 25, 2010 to john.moura@nerc.net. For more information or questions about this request, please contact:

John Moura

North American Electric Reliability Corporation

116-390 Village Boulevard

Princeton, New Jersey 08540-5721

(609) 452-8060




