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Comment Form for: Draft NERC Rules of Procedure section 500 & 
Appendix 5 (Solicitation of public comments per NERC bylaws Article XI 
section 2) 
 
Please use this form to submit comments on the proposed NERC Rules of Procedure section 
500, Appendix 5, and TOP, RC & BA questionnaires.  Comments must be submitted by 
August 8, 2008, you may submit the completed form by e-mail to jim.hughes@nerc.net 
with the words “Certification Process” in the subject line.  Additionally, if you wish to 
redline your comments, these documents are provided to you in Word. If you have any 
questions please contact Jim Hughes by telephone at 609-203-2288. 

Background Information: 

During the September 12, 2007 joint meeting of the Standards Committee (SC) and the 
Compliance and Certification Committee (CCC), the SC and CCC agreed to translate the 
work done on the following draft standards into a new certification process under the CCC:  

 • Transmission Operator Certification Standards (ORG-001 through ORG-008)  

 • Balancing Authority Certification Standards (ORG-009 through ORG-018)  

 • Reliability Coordinator Certification Standards (ORG-020 through ORG-027)  
 
The CCC’s Organization Registration & Certification Subcommittee (ORCS) has translated 
the essential elements of the above draft certification standards into new entity 
certification processes and want to post the new processes for comment (RoP 500, 
Appendix 5, and questionnaires).  
 
Therefore, the ORCS is soliciting for public review and comments on the draft revisions to 
the NERC Rules of Procedure section 500, Appendix 5, and the TOP, BA, RC questionnaires 
relating to the certification process. 
 
 

Commenter Information 

Name: Ellis Rankin Completed by: Individual  Team  
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Position: Chair, IROL Standard 
Drafting Team 

If team, names of team members: IROL SDT members: 

Ellis Rankin, Chair 

Albert DiCaprio 

James Case 

Wendy Ladd 

James Murphy 

Carl Bridenbaugh 

William Hardy 

Anthony Jankowski 

Seamus McGovern 

Allan Miller 

H. Steven Myers 

Dwayne Stradford 

 

Region (e.g., RFC, SERC):                                      Date: 07/22/08 

Phone #: 214-862-2982(cell) email: ellis-
rankin@hotmail.com Any additional data:       
(Check all that apply):  RC  BA  TOP TO PA TP GO GOP LSE  RP  TSP DP PSE  IA  Region  NERC   NA 

 
 
 
 
Do you wish to have NERC contact you regarding your comments? Yes No 
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Comment: The RC needs to have a procedue or process that identifies how it will address planned 

outages.  The IROL SDT believes this procedure or process should be in place before an entity is 
certified to be an RC and notes that this is already identified in the latest draft process for RC 
certification - however in Order 693 (paragraphh 1626 relative to TOP-003-0, FERC indicated that the 
process needs details to ensure that there is sufficient lead time to coordinate outages. The IROL SDT 
team recommends that the additional details be added to the certification process.  

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to: 6.  System Analysis 

Recommended solution: Add the following to the details already existing for planned outages: 

Require the prospective Reliability Coordinator to have a procedure for coordination of planned 
generation and transmission outages that includes the following:  

 Identification of a lead time for planned outages that provides sufficient time for reliability-
related coordination  

 Identification of the criteria used to determine which outages to approve when there are 
multiple requests for outages and they can’t all be approved 

 

 
Comment: Add more specificity to the tools an RC needs to obtain certification 

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to: 5.  Data Acquisition and Monitoring and 6.  System Analysis 

Recommended solution: In Order 693 (paragraph 908 relative to IRO-002-1), FERC indicated that 
IRO-001 should be modified to include a minimum set of tools that an RC should have.  The IROL 
SDT believes that the minimum set of tools should be verified as part of certification rather than in a 
reliability standard. The ongoing use of the tools is needed to be compliant with other performance-
based standards.  The OC conducted a study and issued a report on tools and the IROL SDT 
recommends that the Certification process be modified to reflect use of data from that report.  

 
Comment: Add more specificity to the tools a TOP needs to obtain certification 

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to: 5.  Data Acquisition and Monitoring and 6.  System Analysis 

Recommended solution: n Order 693 (paragraph 1665 relative to TOP-006-1), FERC indicated that 
TOP-006 should be modified to include a minimum set of tools that a TOP should have.  The IROL 
SDT believes that the minimum set of tools should be verified as part of certification rather than in a 
reliability standard. The ongoing use of the tools is needed to be compliant with other performance-
based standards.  The OC conducted a study and issued a report on tools and the IROL SDT 
recommends that the Certification process be modified to reflect use of data from that report.  

 
Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment:       
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Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       
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Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment:       

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
 


