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Comment Form for: Draft NERC Rules of Procedure section 500 & 
Appendix 5 (Solicitation of public comments per NERC bylaws Article XI 
section 2) 
 
Please use this form to submit comments on the proposed NERC Rules of Procedure section 
500, Appendix 5, and TOP, RC & BA questionnaires.  Comments must be submitted by 
August 8, 2008, you may submit the completed form by e-mail to jim.hughes@nerc.net 
with the words “Certification Process” in the subject line.  Additionally, if you wish to 
redline your comments, these documents are provided to you in Word. If you have any 
questions please contact Jim Hughes by telephone at 609-203-2288. 

Background Information: 

During the September 12, 2007 joint meeting of the Standards Committee (SC) and the 
Compliance and Certification Committee (CCC), the SC and CCC agreed to translate the 
work done on the following draft standards into a new certification process under the CCC:  

 • Transmission Operator Certification Standards (ORG-001 through ORG-008)  

 • Balancing Authority Certification Standards (ORG-009 through ORG-018)  

 • Reliability Coordinator Certification Standards (ORG-020 through ORG-027)  
 
The CCC’s Organization Registration & Certification Subcommittee (ORCS) has translated 
the essential elements of the above draft certification standards into new entity 
certification processes and want to post the new processes for comment (RoP 500, 
Appendix 5, and questionnaires).  
 
Therefore, the ORCS is soliciting for public review and comments on the draft revisions to 
the NERC Rules of Procedure section 500, Appendix 5, and the TOP, BA, RC questionnaires 
relating to the certification process. 
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Name: Craig McLean Completed by: Individual  Team  
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Comment: I agree with the decission to make the TOP, BA, and RC certification process a part of 

the NERC Rules of Procedure rather than ORG standards. We also agree with Section 500 draft, 
Appendix 5 draft, and Provisional Certification Process draft. 

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution:       

 
Comment: I would suggest this revision to NERC Rules of Procedure for Organization Registration 

and Certification be placed on hold until Standards Under Development for IRO-008-1, IRO-009-1 
and IRO-010-1 are finalised. The development of these new Standards also encompasses revisions to 
TOP-003, TOP-005, and TOP-006 which are the corner stone to the TOP Questionnaire.  

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution: Revise the draft TOP Questionaire to reflect the new Standards IRO-008-1, 
IRO-009-1, and IRO-010-1 and the subsequent revisions to TOP-003, TOP-005, and TOP-006. 

 
Comment: I would suggest this revision to NERC Rules of Procedure for Organization Registration 

and Certification be placed on hold until Standards Under Development for IRO-008-1, IRO-009-1 
and IRO-010-1 are finalised.The development of these new Standards also encompasses revisions to 
TOP-003, TOP-005, TOP-006, EOP-001, EOP-002, EOP-004, and EOP-005 which are integral to the 
RC Questionnaire.  

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to:       

Recommended solution: Revise the draft RC Questionaire to reflect the new Standards IRO-008-1, 
IRO-009-1, and IRO-010-1 and the subsequent revisions to TOP-003, TOP-005, TOP-006, EOP-001, 
EOP-002, EOP-004, and EOP-005. 

 
Provided Craig a phone response on 8/7/08 to his comments with a follow-up email: 
 

Craig, 
Thank you for the input. After review of your comments and our discussion earlier today, 
this issue is a generic issue regarding how do we manage the changing of standards in the 
certification process? In this case, the solution is built into the process specifically; the 
questionnaires are not part of the RoP so this allows issues like regional differences (tier 
one standards) and changing of standards that affect certification to be easily incorporated 
into the affected questionnaire(s) as needed. With that, I will inform the ORCS on this 
issue and we will discuss what the changes to the questionnaire would be due to the 
referenced standards future changes. 
 
Thank you for the feedback! 

Jim 

 


