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Comment Form for: Draft NERC Rules of Procedure section 500 & 
Appendix 5 (Solicitation of public comments per NERC bylaws Article XI 
section 2) 
 
Please use this form to submit comments on the proposed NERC Rules of Procedure section 
500, Appendix 5, and TOP, RC & BA questionnaires.  Comments must be submitted by 
August 8, 2008, you may submit the completed form by e-mail to jim.hughes@nerc.net 
with the words “Certification Process” in the subject line.  Additionally, if you wish to 
redline your comments, these documents are provided to you in Word. If you have any 
questions please contact Jim Hughes by telephone at 609-203-2288. 

Background Information: 

During the September 12, 2007 joint meeting of the Standards Committee (SC) and the 
Compliance and Certification Committee (CCC), the SC and CCC agreed to translate the 
work done on the following draft standards into a new certification process under the CCC:  

 • Transmission Operator Certification Standards (ORG-001 through ORG-008)  

 • Balancing Authority Certification Standards (ORG-009 through ORG-018)  

 • Reliability Coordinator Certification Standards (ORG-020 through ORG-027)  
 
The CCC’s Organization Registration & Certification Subcommittee (ORCS) has translated 
the essential elements of the above draft certification standards into new entity 
certification processes and want to post the new processes for comment (RoP 500, 
Appendix 5, and questionnaires).  
 
Therefore, the ORCS is soliciting for public review and comments on the draft revisions to 
the NERC Rules of Procedure section 500, Appendix 5, and the TOP, BA, RC questionnaires 
relating to the certification process. 
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Name: Rick White Completed by: Individual  Team  
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Senior Engineer If team, names of team members:       
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Comment: Provisional certification requires completion of a successful Readiness Evaluation and 

CMEP Audit (after 6/18/07) in order to become NERC certified.  Since continuation of the Readiness 
Evaluation program is in question, there may be some entities which have not completed a Readiness 
Evaluation (since 6/18/07?).  In that case, accomplishing this requirement would not be possible. 

Document that the comment applies to:             RoP 500                Appendix 5    Provisional Certification  

                                                        TOP Questionnaire       BA Questionnaire               RC Questionnaire  

Section that comment applies to: Last section, "NERC Provisional Certification Requirements" 

Recommended solution: Delete the requirement for a Readiness Evaluation and rely solely on the 
audit. 

 
On 8/7/08 sent the following email to whitefb@nu.com: 
 

Rick, 
Thank you for your feedback. The ORCS will be meeting in Cleveland the week 
of 18th to review and implement all of the comments as needed. Once again 
thank you for your input on making this process the best it can be for our 
industry. 
 
Regards 
 Jim 

 


