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George S. Hawkins 
 
George S. Hawkins was elected to the NERC Board of Trustees in February 2015. Mr. Hawkins is the chair of 
the Corporate Governance and Human Resources Committee. He also serves on the Nominating and 
Regulatory Oversight Committees. He previously served as vice chair of the Board. 
  
Mr. Hawkins most recently served as the chief executive officer of the District of Columbia Water and Sewer 
Authority (DC Water) from 2009 to 2017. In his role, Mr. Hawkins launched an ambitious agenda to 
transform DC Water into a customer-oriented enterprise driving innovation and delivering improved value 
to its ratepayers. The core goal is to improve aging infrastructure while complying with stringent regulatory 
requirements. DC Water is implementing the $2.6 billion Clean Rivers Project to nearly eliminate overflows 
of sewage and storm water to the Anacostia and Potomac rivers and Rock Creek. DC Water is also nearing 
completion of a $470 million waste-to-energy program to help manage solids being removed from 
reclaimed water while generating 13 megawatts of green power. Finally, Mr. Hawkins tripled the rate of DC 
Water’s program to replace water and sewer infrastructure. 
  
Prior to joining DC Water, Mr. Hawkins served as director of the District Department of the Environment 
(DDOE). Previously, he was the executive director of several non-profit organizations in New Jersey, 
including New Jersey Future, the Stony Brook Watershed Association, and the New Jersey Council of 
Watershed Associations. Mr. Hawkins held senior positions with the United States EPA and served then-
Vice President Al Gore on the National Performance Review, playing an integral role in strengthening 
environmental protection programs at EPA and OSHA. 
  
Mr. Hawkins began his career by practicing law for the Boston firm Ropes & Gray. He is a member of the 
Bar in Massachusetts and the District of Columbia. He graduated summa cum laude from Princeton 
University and cum laude from Harvard Law School. Since 1999, Mr. Hawkins has taught Environmental Law 
and Policy for the Princeton Environment Institute at Princeton University. 
 


