
 
 

GADS Frequently Asked Questions 
(Last updated on August 4, 2014) 
 
1. What are the current requirements for mandatory reporting? 
 
The 2013 mandatory reporting requirements are applicable to generation owners (GO) if they meet the 
following criteria 1) the generation owner (GO) is listed on the NERC Compliance Registry and 2) the 
nameplate rating on the unit reporting is 20 MW and above. Smaller size units are encouraged to still report 
voluntarily as they have in the past. 
 
2. Can data be reported for generators smaller than 20 MW? 
 
Yes, volunteer submittal of data is highly encouraged for all conventional units. 
 
3. Is the NERC GADS data submittal secure and confidential? 
 
Yes, per Section 1500 of the Rules of Procedure, all data submittal is secure and confidential. 
 
4. Is training on how to use GADS available? 

 
Yes, for details on upcoming training webinars or workshops, email the NERC staff at gads@nerc.net. 
 
5. When should I submit my event and performance data? 

 
Data submission requirements follow a quarterly schedule. When a quarter ends, registered entities have 
45 days to submit their data to GADS. For example, Q1 ends on March 31st and all registered entities 
reporting to GADS have until May 15 to report their event and performance data. 
 
6. Are there any penalties for not complying with the mandatory requirements of data submission? 
 
Mandatory GADS is under Section 1600 of the NERC Rules of Procedure. It is not under a standard or 
compliance regulation document. This means that we cannot under any circumstances charge a fine for 
late GADS data. We can only write letters to the company, requesting they report data ASAP. If the company 
refuses to send us data (not just asking for more time to report but refuses to go by the Rules of Procedure), 
then we are obligated to turn that information over to FERC for judgment. 
 
7. Who is OATI and what service do they provide to NERC? 
OATI stands for Open Access Technology International who specializes in offering software solutions to the 
energy industry in North America. OATI created the database called WebE-GADS with an interactive web 
interface for GOs and GOPs to submit their data to NERC. On April 24th 2012, the web based application 
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went into production for all generator owners to use in their data submissions to NERC. This online 
application will make the data collection and error checking a much more efficient process. 
 
8. How do I get set-up with OATI so that I can submit my GADS data? 
 
OATI can be reached at 763-201-2020 or via email at oati.support@oati.net. 
 
9. Can a company have a Utility code assignment for each plant it owns and operates? 

 
Yes, however, NERC and GADS Services no longer assigns the utility code, OATI assigns the utility code. 
 
10. Are non-conventional sources of energy such as Wind and Solar still considered voluntary reporting? 
 
Variable energy sources such as Wind and Solar were not included in the “Final GADSTF Recommendations 
Report” for mandatory reporting of conventional energy sources. While we encourage generator owners 
to report Wind data, it is still strictly on a voluntary basis. Please see the Wind Data Reporting Instructions 
for additional information. In regards to solar energy, a task force is currently assessing the proper method 
for data collection and reporting. A separate report outlining the voluntary data reporting instructions will 
be drafted in the future. 
 
11. Does GADS offer any software that can be used to collect wind data on a voluntary basis? 

 
Wind is in a different format than conventional data reporting. Anyone can find the software we are using 
to collect wind data at (http://www.nerc.com/page.php?cid=4|43|46). 
 
12. When reporting data for a combined cycle by individual units which unit type codes should a 

generation owner or operator use when setting up the units in webE-GADS? 
 

The gas and steam turbines should be created with unit type codes “851” and “852” respectively. If 
reporting as the entire block then unit type code “850” should be used. 
 
13. Which data editing programs are available to generation owners and operators for converting 

submitted data to NERC? 
 

NERC offers the free program, NDGADS, available to registered entities on the NERC website. 
There are four other software programs that are widely used by reporting companies, and they are listed 
below: 

• MicroGads Gold – Offered by Navigant Consulting 

• GADS Open Source - Free application offered by the GADS Open Source Project 
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• Generation Management – Offered by Meridium, Inc. 

• PowerGADS – Offered by Integ Consulting 

• ORAP with NERC GADS Translation – Offered by Strategic Power Systems, Inc. 
 

14. Where can I find a list of definitions for terms that are used in GADS? 
 

All definitions can be found in the GADS Data Reporting Instructions 
(http://www.nerc.com/page.php?cid=4|43|45). 
 
15. Should periods of normal ramping down and up from outages be reported to GADS? 

 
In all cases, the normal ramp down and ramp up from outages (any type of outage) is not reported to GADS. 
GADS consider it part of the normal procedure to and from outages. The only scenario from which the 
periods of ramping down or up are reportable is if they are significantly outside of the normal operating 
procedure determined by the utility. “Normal” times for ramp downs/ups are set by the operating utility 
and not GADS. The generator owners are the best judge as what the numbers of hours or days are 
appropriate. We ask the generator owners to not report normal times of ramping down and up because 
there is no method for filtering out them out therefore they will be included in GADS reports. 
 
16. Which amplification codes should be used for immediate forced outages (U1)? 

 
If the unit goes from in-service to a U1, then the amp code for the U1 should be T1 (automatic trip), T2 
(operator assisted trip) or 84 (unknown). 
 
17. What is a Designated Reporting Entity in GADS? 

 
A Designated Reporting Entity (DRE) is anyone a generating owner assigns to report data to GADS. An 
example of a DRE is an ISO which collects event and performance data from a group of generator owners 
they represent then submit the data to NERC. 
 
18. How do I know if I have passed all of the edit checks in webE-GADS after data has been submitted? 

 
After successfully submitting data, the quarter status on the checklist will update to “data entered” for the 
quarter you are submitting data for. Occasionally the program will find some minor errors with event and 
performance hours not matching up correctly even with this status. It is always good practice to review the 
validation failure report to find any possible discrepancies with out of sync data in comparison of each 
record. This can be easily done by first navigating to reporting > reports > validation failure by using the 
toolbar at the top of the screen. There is a filtering option on the right side of the validation failure screen 
which will allow you to filter by “Not in Sync Only”. 
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19. When should a derating be reported? 
If a derate is less than 2% of the unit’s Net Maximum Capacity (NMC) and less than 30 minutes in duration, 
then the derating can be reported at your discretion. Otherwise, all other deratings (greater/less than 2% 
NMC or shorter/longer than 30 minutes) shall be reported to GADS. For example, a derate that is 10% of 
the NMC but last 10 minutes should be reported to GADS; a derate that is 1% of the NMC but last 6 hours 
should be reported to GADS.  
Do not report deratings caused by ambient-related conditions or system dispatch requirements. 
 
20. Who can be contacted on advice about the correct selection of an event type or cause code? 

 
Email the NERC staff at gads@nerc.net. 
 
21. A combined cycle plant with one or more GTs and one steam unit reports them separately in GADS.   
 
What is the steam unit’s primary fuel type considered to be:  gas or waste heat? 
Waste heat (i.e., the exhaust heat from one or more gas turbines) is the primary fuel source for the steam 
cycle of the combined cycle plant.  If the steam cycle has gas-fired “duct burners” which provide 
“supplemental” firing, gas is therefore a secondary fuel. 
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