
 

 

 

Standards Announcement 
Balloting Software Updates  
 
On June 26, 2013, FERC issued an order approving revisions to the Standard Processes Manual (SPM). 
The approved revisions included key changes to the commenting and balloting process. One of the key 
changes involved the treatment of negative votes: Under the revised SPM, comments (or indication of 
support of another entity’s comments) must be submitted with a negative vote (except in the final 
ballot) for that vote to be included in the calculation of consensus. NERC has incorporated changes to the 
current balloting application that will allow users to note if they’ve made a comment in the online 
comment form or support another entity’s comment. 
 
When a user casts a ballot, they will be asked to confirm their vote. Once a vote is confirmed, it cannot 
be changed. If the vote is negative, the user will then be prompted to choose one of the following: 
 

 I have provided a comment for this ballot. 

 I support someone else’s comment. (This option allows the user to identify the entity the user 
supports in a text box.) 

 I am planning to make a comment. 

 I have no comment and understand that my vote will not be counted in the calculation for 
consensus. 

 
Please select one of the options above if you cast a negative ballot. A more detailed explanation of the 
software updates with screenshots is included in a guidance document posted on the main balloting 
page.  
 
Please note that if you are also casting an opinion in an associated non-binding poll, you will be 
prompted to choose one of the options above if you cast a negative opinion. However, there is no 
requirement in the SPM to provide a comment with a negative opinion in non-binding polls. Therefore, 
please either close out of the prompt or simply select the same option as you did when you cast your 
ballot. 
 
After a ballot closes, NERC staff will confirm that all voters that have cast a negative ballot have also 
submitted a comment or supported another entity’s comment. If it appears that a negative ballot was 
submitted without a comment, NERC staff will contact the voter to notify them and allow them to 
submit a comment. A record of the ballot results will be posted on the project page with a notification 
next to each negative vote regarding whether the balloter submitted a comment or supported 
comments submitted by another entity or group. 
 

http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/news/Standards/SPM_Revisions_Announcement_07022013_with_correction.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/BallotingApplicationDocs/RBB_software_update_manual_from_SPM_revisions_July2013.pdf
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The revised SPM applies to any postings that took place on June 26, 2013 or after. As a reminder, the 
first posting under the revised SPM is Project 2013-03: Geomagnetic Disturbance Mitigation (EOP-010-1), 
which is currently posted for a comment period ending on August 12, 2013. The ballot for this project 
begins on Friday, August 2, 2013 and ends on August 12, 2013. These changes will not affect the ballot 
for PRC-023-1 under Project 2010-13.2: Phase 2 of Relay Loadability: Generation, which ends on 
Monday, August 5, 2013 and was posted under the old SPM. 
 

Standards Development Process 
The Standards Processes Manual contains all the procedures governing the standards development 
process. The success of the NERC standards development process depends on stakeholder 
participation. We extend our thanks to all those who participate.   

 

 

For more information or assistance, please contact Kristin Iwanechko (via email) or at 404-446-2560. 

North American Electric Reliability Corporation 

3353 Peachtree Rd, NE 

Suite 600, North Tower 

Atlanta, GA 30326 

404-446-2560 | www.nerc.com 

 

http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Documents/Appendix_3A_StandardsProcessesManual.pdf
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