Market Flow Threshold Field Test Report – June 1, 2008

Market Flow Threshold Field Test Participants

Start dates for three markets participating in the field test:

· PJM
May 29, 2007

· SPP
October 1, 2007

· MISO
November 1, 2007(
Field Test Results Reviewed by NERC ORS TF

The IDC issues market flow threshold reports each day on flowgates that were in TLR the previous day where MISO, PJM or SPP report market flows to the IDC.  These reports indicate whether the three markets had a relief obligation during the TLR event and whether the markets were successful meeting their relief obligation.  In addition, OATI has accumulated these reports in their database and has produced queries for review by the NERC ORS TF.
Key Findings

· The success rate of the markets at meeting their relief obligation within 30 minutes of the TLR effective time is about 30% based on a 3% threshold.  This low success rate was the reason to recommend an increase in the threshold from 3% to 5% for the remainder of the field test.

· There is a direct correlation between the size of the relief obligation and the ability of the market to meet its relief obligation.  There is a dramatic drop-off in the success rate for relief obligations that exceed 100 MW.

· There is a direct correlation in the time delay from the TLR effective time and the ability of the market to meet its relief obligation.  There is a higher success rate at 30 minutes from the effective time than at zero minutes from the effective time.
· There was one unusual result that requires further analysis.  MISO and SPP appear to have a higher success rate at the 0% threshold than at the 3% threshold.  While the success rate was low for both thresholds (below 50%), it defies logic that the success rate would be reduced when the threshold went up.  Further review of the data is needed to explain this.  This result may be due to the MISO and SPP field test start dates occurred in the fall and the 0% threshold events occurred in summer months when more units were available to meet the relief obligations.
Next Steps

· Continue the review of data collected in the first eleven months of the field test.  Make a detailed review of the 0% versus 3% threshold results to explain why there appears to be a higher success rate at 0%.

· Collect data beginning on June 1 based on the 5% threshold.  The data collected this summer will be used to verify whether summer months provide a higher success rate than the rest of the year.

· Continue to investigate other contributing factors that affect the abilities of the markets to meet their relief obligations.
( Because of a contractual obligation, MISO continues to use a 0% market flow threshold for TLR relief obligations on flowgates that are reciprocal with MAPP. 





