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July 28, 2011 
 
Ms. Kimberly D. Bose 
Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC  20426 
 
 
Re: NERC Abbreviated Notice of Penalty regarding Public Utility District No. 1 of 

Snohomish County,  
FERC Docket No. NP11-__-000 

 
Dear Ms. Bose: 
 
The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) hereby provides this Abbreviated 
Notice of Penalty (NOP) regarding Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD), 
with information and details regarding the nature and resolution of the violations1 discussed in 
detail in the Settlement Agreement (Attachment a) and the Disposition Document (Attachment 
e), in accordance with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s (Commission or FERC) 
rules, regulations and orders, as well as NERC Rules of Procedure including Appendix 4C 
(NERC Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement Program (CMEP)).2

 
 

This NOP is being filed with the Commission because Western Electricity Coordinating Council 
(WECC) and SNPD have entered into a Settlement Agreement to resolve all outstanding issues 
arising from WECC’s determination and findings of the violations of PRC-008-0 Requirement 
(R)1 and R2.  According to the Settlement Agreement, SNPD stipulates to the facts of the 
violation and has agreed to the assessed penalty of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), in addition 
to other remedies and actions to mitigate the instant violations and facilitate future compliance 
under the terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement.  Accordingly, the violations 
identified as NERC Violation Tracking Identification Numbers WECC201002078 and 
                                                 
1 For purposes of this document, each violation at issue is described as a “violation,” regardless of its procedural 
posture and whether it was a possible, alleged or confirmed violation. 
2 Rules Concerning Certification of the Electric Reliability Organization; and Procedures for the Establishment, 
Approval, and Enforcement of Electric Reliability Standards (Order No. 672), III FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,204 
(2006); Notice of New Docket Prefix “NP” for Notices of Penalty Filed by the North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation, Docket No. RM05-30-000 (February 7, 2008).  See also 18 C.F.R. Part 39 (2011).  Mandatory 
Reliability Standards for the Bulk-Power System, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,242 (2007) (Order No. 693), reh’g 
denied, 120 FERC ¶ 61,053 (2007) (Order No. 693-A).  See 18 C.F.R § 39.7(c)(2). 
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WECC201002107 are being filed in accordance with the NERC Rules of Procedure and the 
CMEP.   
 
Statement of Findings Underlying the Violations 
This NOP incorporates the findings and justifications set forth in the Settlement Agreement 
executed on April 5, 2011, by and between WECC and SNPD.  The details of the findings and 
the basis for the penalty are set forth in the Disposition Document.  This NOP filing contains the 
basis for approval of the Settlement Agreement by the NERC Board of Trustees Compliance 
Committee (NERC BOTCC).  In accordance with Section 39.7 of the Commission’s regulations, 
18 C.F.R. § 39.7, NERC provides the following summary table identifying each violation of a 
Reliability Standard resolved by the Settlement Agreement, as discussed in greater detail below. 
 

NOC ID NERC Violation 
ID 

Reliability 
Std. 

Req. 
(R) VRF Duration 

Total 
Penalty 

($) 

NOC-853 
WECC201002078 

PRC-008-0 
1 

Medium 6/18/-07 – 
Present3 20,000  WECC201002107 2 

 
The text of the Reliability Standards at issue and further information on the subject violations are 
set forth in the Disposition Document. 
 
PRC-008-0 R1 and R2- OVERVIEW   
On September 1, 2010, SNPD submitted Self-Reports for possible non-compliance with these 
Standards.  WECC determined that SNPD, as a Transmission Owner (TO) and Distribution 
Provider (DP), was in violation of PRC-008-0 R1 as SNPD failed to have an Under Frequency 
Load Shedding (UFLS) maintenance and testing program in place that included the potential 
transformers (PTs) and DC control circuitry associated with its UFLS relays.  WECC also 
determined that SNPD, as a TO and DP, was in violation of PRC-008-0 R2 as SNPD failed to 
maintain and test 13 of its 47 UFLS relays within the schedule specified in its maintenance and 
testing program, and had missed one or more scheduled monthly, quarterly or annual tests for 
each of its station batteries at its 26 stations,4

 

 for the period from June 18, 2007 to the present.  In 
addition, SNPD failed to provide maintenance and testing records for its PTs and DC control 
circuitry.  

Statement Describing the Assessed Penalty, Sanction or Enforcement Action Imposed5

 
 

Basis for Determination 
 
Taking into consideration the Commission’s direction in Order No. 693, the NERC Sanction 
Guidelines, the Commission’s July 3, 2008, October 26, 2009 and August 27, 2010 Guidance 

                                                 
3 The Mitigation Plan has an expected completion date of September 30, 2011. 
4 In the Self-Report, SNPD originally reported there were 27 substations that were not compliant with PRC-008; 
however, in the Mitigation Plan and Settlement Agreement, SNPD corrected the number to 26 substations. 
5 See 18 C.F.R. § 39.7(d)(4). 



NERC Notice of Penalty                                  
Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County   
July 28, 2011  
Page 3 
 

 

Orders,6

 

 the NERC BOTCC reviewed the Settlement Agreement and supporting documentation 
on July 11, 2011.  The NERC BOTCC approved the Settlement Agreement, including WECC’s 
assessment of a twenty thousand dollar ($20,000) financial penalty against SNPD and other 
actions to facilitate future compliance required under the terms and conditions of the Settlement 
Agreement.  In approving the Settlement Agreement, the NERC BOTCC reviewed the applicable 
requirements of the Commission-approved Reliability Standards and the underlying facts and 
circumstances of the violations at issue. 

In reaching this determination, the NERC BOTCC considered the following factors: 

1. the violations constituted SNPD’s first occurrence of violation of the subject NERC 
Reliability Standards;7

2. SNPD self-reported the violations; 

 

3. WECC reported that SNPD was cooperative throughout the compliance enforcement 
process; 

4. SNPD had a compliance program at the time of the violation which WECC considered a 
mitigating factor, as discussed in the Disposition Document; 

5. there was no evidence of any attempt to conceal a violation nor evidence of intent to do 
so; 

6. WECC determined that the violation did not pose a serious or substantial risk to the 
reliability of the bulk power system (BPS), as discussed in the Disposition Documents; 
and 

7. WECC reported that there were no other mitigating or aggravating factors or extenuating 
circumstances that would affect the assessed penalty.  

 
For the foregoing reasons, the NERC BOTCC approved the Settlement Agreement and believes 
that the assessed penalty of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) is appropriate for the violations 
and circumstances at issue, and is consistent with NERC’s goal to promote and ensure reliability 
of the BPS. 
 
Pursuant to 18 C.F.R. § 39.7(e), the penalty will be effective upon expiration of the 30 day 
period following the filing of this NOP with FERC, or, if FERC decides to review the penalty, 
upon final determination by FERC. 
 
  

                                                 
6 North American Electric Reliability Corporation, “Guidance Order on Reliability Notices of Penalty,” 124 FERC 
¶ 61,015 (2008); North American Electric Reliability Corporation, “Further Guidance Order on Reliability Notices 
of Penalty,” 129 FERC ¶ 61,069 (2009); North American Electric Reliability Corporation, “Notice of No Further 
Review and Guidance Order,” 132 FERC ¶ 61,182 (2010). 
7 SNPD’s other violations, which are not viewed as the same or similar to the instant violations, are identified and 
addressed in the Disposition Document.  In addition to those other violations, WECC determined that, although 
SNPD had self-reported previous violations of PRC-005, SNPD discovered and self-reported the PRC-008 
violations during its review and mitigation of its previous PRC-005 violations.  Given that SNPD filed the PRC-008 
self-reports concurrent to their mitigation of PRC-005, WECC determined that aggravation was not warranted.  
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Attachments to be included as Part of this Notice of Penalty 
 
The attachments to be included as part of this NOP are the following documents: 
 
a) Settlement Agreement by and between WECC and SNPD executed April 5, 2011, included 

as Attachment a; 
 

b) SNPD’s Self-Report for PRC-008-0 R1 dated September 1, 2010, included as Attachment b; 
 
c) SNPD’s Self-Report for PRC-008-0 R2 dated September 1, 2010, included as Attachment c; 

 
d) SNPD’s Mitigation Plan, MIT-07-3219 submitted September 1, 2010, included as 

Attachment d; and 
 

e) Disposition Document, included as Attachment e. 
 
A Form of Notice Suitable for Publication8

 
 

A copy of a notice suitable for publication is included in Attachment f. 
  

                                                 
8 See 18 C.F.R. § 39.7(d)(6). 
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Notices and Communications 
 
Notices and communications with respect to this filing may be addressed to the following: 
 

Gerald W. Cauley 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
David N. Cook* 
Sr. Vice President and General Counsel 
North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
116-390 Village Boulevard 
Princeton, NJ 08540-5721 
(609) 452-8060 
(609) 452-9550 – facsimile 
david.cook@nerc.net 
 
Mark Maher* 
Chief Executive Officer 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council 
155 North 400 West, Suite 200 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 
(360) 713-9598  
(801) 582-3918 – facsimile 
Mark@wecc.biz 
 
Constance White* 
Vice President of Compliance 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council 
155 North 400 West, Suite 200 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 
(801) 883-6885 
(801) 883-6894 – facsimile 
CWhite@wecc.biz 
 
Sandy Mooy* 
Associate General Counsel 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council 
155 North 400 West, Suite 200 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 
(801) 819-7658 
(801) 883-6894 – facsimile 
SMooy@wecc.biz 
 
 

Rebecca J. Michael* 
Associate General Counsel for Corporate and 
Regulatory Matters 
North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
1120 G Street, N.W. 
Suite 990 
Washington, DC 20005-3801 
(202) 393-3998 
(202) 393-3955 – facsimile 
rebecca.michael@nerc.net 
 
Christopher Luras* 
Manager of Compliance Enforcement 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council 
155 North 400 West, Suite 200 
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 
(801) 883-6887 
(801) 883-6894 – facsimile 
CLuras@wecc.biz 
 
David Toulson*  
Assistant General Manager 
Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish 
County 
PO Box 1107 
Everett, WA 98206 
(425)783-8022 
datoulson@snopud.com 
 
*Persons to be included on the Commission’s 
service list are indicated with an asterisk.  NERC 
requests waiver of the Commission’s rules and 
regulations to permit the inclusion of more than 
two people on the service list. 
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Conclusion 
 
Accordingly, NERC respectfully requests that the Commission accept this Abbreviated NOP as 
compliant with its rules, regulations and orders. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        /s/ Rebecca J. Michael 
Gerald W. Cauley 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
David N. Cook 
Sr. Vice President and General Counsel 
North American Electric Reliability Corporation  
116-390 Village Boulevard 
Princeton, NJ 08540-5721 
(609) 452-8060 
(609) 452-9550 – facsimile 
david.cook@nerc.net 

Rebecca J. Michael 
Associate General Counsel for Corporate 

and Regulatory Matters 
North American Electric Reliability 

Corporation 
1120 G Street, N.W. 
Suite 990 
Washington, DC 20005-3801 
(202) 393-3998 
(202) 393-3955 – facsimile 
rebecca.michael@nerc.net 
 

 
 
cc:  Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County 
       Western Electricity Coordinating Council 
 
 
 
Attachments 
 



 

  

 
 
 

Attachment a 
 

Settlement Agreement by and between WECC 
and SNPD executed April 5, 2011 

 
  



SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

OF 

WESTERN ELECTRICITY COORDINATING COUNCIL 

AND 

PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO.1 OF SNOHOMISH COUNTY 

Western ElectriCity Coordinating Council ("WECC") and Public Utility District No. 
1 of Snohomish County ("SNPD")(coliectively the "Parties") hereby enter into this 
Settlement Agreement ("Agreement") on this 4th day of April, 2011. 

RECITALS 

A. The Parties desire to enter into this Agreement to resolve all outstanding 
issues between them arising from a non-public, preliminary assessment of SNPD by 
WECC that resulted in certain WECC determinations and findings regarding two SNPD 
Alleged Violations of the following North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
("NERC") Reliability Standards ("Reliability Standards" or "Standards"): 

WECC20 1 002078: PRC-OOB-O Rl, Implementation and Documentation of 
Underfrequency Load Shedding Equipment Maintenance Program 

WECC201002107: PRC-OOB-O R2, Implementation and Documentation of 
Underfrequency Load Shedding Equipment Maintenance Program 

B. SNPD is a public utility district organized under the laws of the state of 
Washington. Its prinCipal offices are located in Everett, Washington. SNPD owns and 
operates approximately 300 miles of 115 kV lines and has a peak load of approximately 
1,435 MW. SNPD was registered on the NERC Compliance Registry as a Distribution 
Provider, Generator Owner, Generator Operator, Load Serving Entity, Purchase Selling 
Entity and Transmission Owner on June 17, 2007; as a Transmission Operator on 
February 6, 2009; and as a Transmission Planner on March 27, 2009. 

C. WECC was formed on April lB, 2002 by the merger of the Western 
Systems Coordinating Council, Southwest Regional Transmission Association, and 
Westem Regional Transmission Association. WECC is one of eight Regional Entities in 
the United States responsible for coordinating and promoting electric system reliability 
and enforcing the mandatory Reliability Standards created by NERC under the authority 
granted in Section 215 of the Federal Power Act. In addition, WECC supports efficient 
competitive power markets, assures open and non-discriminatory transmission access 
among members, provides a forum for resolving transmission access disputes, and 
provides an environment for coordinating the operating and planning activities of its 
members. WECC's region encompasses a vast area of nearly I.B million square miles 



extending from Canada to Mexico and including 14 western states. It is the largest and 
most diverse of the eight Regional Entities in the United States. 

D. The Parties are entering into this Agreement to settle the disputed matters 
between them. It is in the Parties' and the public's best interests to resolve this matter 
efficiently without the delay and burden associated with a contested proceeding. 
Thus, for the purposes of this agreement, SNPD agrees that the violations addressed 
hereby may be treated as Confirmed Violations as set forth in the NERC Rules of 
Procedure. 

Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of either 
party's rights, except as otherwise contained herein. Except, however, nothing in this 
Agreement shall limit or prevent WECC from evaluating SNPD for subsequent violations 
of the same Reliability Standards addressed herein and taking enforcement action, if 
necessary. Such enforcement action can include assessing penalties against SNPD for 
subsequent violations of the Reliability Standards addressed herein in accordance with 
NERC Rules of Procedure, which can include consideration of the violations resolved 
herein as prior non-compliance with Reliability Standards. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the terms set forth herein WECC and 
SNPD hereby agree and stipulate to the following: 

I. Stipulated Violation Facts 

A. NERC Reliability Standard PRC-008-0 Requirement 1 

R.1: The Transmission Owner and Distribution Provider with a UFLS program (as 
required by its Regional Reliability Organization) shall have a UFLS equipment 
maintenance and testing program in place. This UFLS equipment maintenance and 
testing program shall include UFLS equipment identification, the schedule for UFLS 
equipment testing, and the schedule for UFLS equipment maintenance. 

This Standard requires SNPD, as a Transmission Owner and a Distribution 
Provider with an underfrequency load shedding ("UFLS") program, to have a UFLS 
equipment maintenance and testing program in place. On September 1,2010, SNPD 
submitted (i) a Self-Report for possible non-compliance with this Standard, and (ii) a 
mitigation plan to address this possible non-compliance with an expected completion 
date of September 30,2011. 

In its Self-Report, SNPD stated that it recently identified that many of its 
substation inspection, maintenance, and testing procedures for relays, potential 
transformers ("PTs"), station batteries, and DC control circuitry may not be sufficient, 
and SNPD had not followed its procedures consistently. Based on its review, SNPD 
identified 26 substations with 47 UFLS relays. SNPD reported that an internal inspection 
of SNPD's maintenance records found that not all maintenance and testing had been 



performed within the required intervals for all relays, as specified in SNPD's UFLS 
equipment maintenance and testing program. 

On September B, 2010, a WECC Subject Matter Expert ("SME") reviewed 
SNPD's Self-Report and requested additional information in an email exchange with 
SNPD's compliance personnel. SNPD reported that neither potential transformers 
("PTs") nor DC control circuitry were included in SNPD's UFLS maintenance and testing 
program. The SME determined that SNPD failed to include a summary of maintenance 
and testing procedures for the PTs and the DC control circuitry associated with its UFLS 
relays in its UFLS equipment maintenance and testing program. For these reasons, the 
SME determined that SNPD had a possible violation of PRC-OOB-O Rl from June lB, 
2007, the effective date of this Standard, to the present. The SME forwarded his 
findings to the WECC Enforcement Department ("Enforcement") for its review. 

Enforcement reviewed SNPD's Self-Report, the email exchange with the WECC 
SME and the SME's findings, and determined that SNPD failed to have a UFLS 
maintenance and testing program in place that included the PTs and DC control circuitry 
associated with its UFLS relays. Therefore, Enforcement concluded that SNPD had an 
Alleged Violation of PRC-OOB-O Rl. 

On September 1, 2010, SNPD submitted a mitigation plan to address this 
violation, with an expected completion date of September 30,2011. In its plan, SNPD 
proposed to evaluate and update other maintenance procedures (PT's, CT's, DC 
circuits, etc.) which are part of SNPD's PRC-OOB-O compliance; become current with all 
quarterly and annual battery maintenance that is behind schedule by September 30, 
2011; and continue the oversight process which monitors progress of the battery, PT, 
relay and DC circuit inspections at UFLS stations. On December 15, 2010, a WECC 
SME reviewed and accepted SNPD's mitigation plan. 

Thus, SNPD was alleged to be in violation of this Standard from June lB, 2007, 
to the present. 

B. NERC Reliability Standard PRC-008-0 Requirement 2 

R. 2: The Transmission Owner and Distribution Provider with a UFLS program (as 
required by its Regional Reliability Organization) shall implement its UFLS equipment 
maintenance and testing program and shall provide UFLS maintenance and testing 
program results to its Regional Reliability Organization and NERC on request (within 30 
calendar days). 

This Standard requires SNPD, as a Transmission Owner and a Distribution 
Provider with a UFLS program, to implement its UFLS equipment maintenance and 
testing program and provide the maintenance and testing program results to its 
Regional Reliability Organization, i.e., WECC, on request. On September 1, 2010, 
SNPD submitted (i) a Self-Report for possible non-compliance with this Standard, and 



(ii) a mitigation plan to address this possible non-compliance, with an expected 
completion date of September 30, 2011. 

In its Self-Report, SNPD stated that it identified that many of its sUbstation 
. inspection, maintenance, and testing procedures for relays, PTs, station batteries, and 
DC control circuitry may not be sufficient, and SNPD had not implemented its 
procedures consistently. Based on its review, SNPD reported that an intemal inspection 
of SNPD's maintenance records found that not all maintenance and testing had been 
performed within the required intervals for all relays as specified in SNPD's UFLS 
maintenance and testing program. 

On September 8, 2010, a WECC SME reviewed SNPD's Self-Report and 
requested additional information in an email exchange with SNPD's compliance 
personnel. SNPD provided maintenance schedules of its UFLS relay maintenance 
dates and its battery maintenance dates, for the period from June, 2007 through 
August, 2010. SNPD did not provide any maintenance schedules for the PTs and DC 
control circuitry. Based on its review of the maintenance schedules, the SME 
determined that SNPD failed to maintain and test its UFLS relays and batteries in 
accordance with the maintenance and testing schedule in its UFLS maintenance and 
testing program. For these reasons, the SME determined that SNPD had a possible 
violation of PRC-008-0 R2. The SME forwarded his findings to Enforcement for its 
review. 

Enforcement reviewed SNPD's Self-Report, the email exchange with the WECC 
SME and the SME's findings, and determined that SNPD failed to maintain and test 13 
of its 47 UFLS relays within the schedule specified in its maintenance and testing 
program, and had missed one or more scheduled monthly, quarterly or annual tests for 
each of its station batteries at its 26 stations, for the period from June 18, 2007, the 
effective date of this Standard, to the present. In addition, SNPD failed to provide 
maintenance and testing records for PTs and DC control circuitry. For these reasons, 
Enforcement concluded SNPD had an Alleged Violation of PRC-008-0 R2 from June 18, 
2007, to the present. 

On September 1, 2010, SNPD submitted a mitigation plan to address this 
violation, with an expected completion date of September 30, 2011. In its plan, SNPD 
proposed to evaluate and update other maintenance procedures (PT's, CT's, DC 
circuits, etc) which are part of SNPD's PRC-008-0 compliance; become current with all 
quarterly and annual battery maintenance that is behind schedule by September 30, 
2011; and continue the oversight process which monitors progress of the battery, PT, 
relay and DC circuit inspections at UFLS stations. On December 15, 2010, a WECC 
SME reviewed and accepted SNPD's mitigation plan. 

Thus, SNPD was alleged to be in violation of this Standard from June 18, 2007, 
to the present. . 



II. Settlement Terms 

A. Payment. To settle this matter, SNPD hereby agrees to pay $20,000 to 
WECC via wire transfer or cashier's check. SNPD shall make the funds payable to a 
WECC account identified in a Notice of Payment Due that WECC will send to SNPD 
upon approval of this Agreement by NERC and the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission ("Commission" or "FERC"). SNPD shall issue the payment to WECC no 
later than thirty days after receipt of the Notice of Payment Due. If this payment is not 
timely received, WECC shall assess, and SNPD agrees to pay, an interest charge 
calculated according to the method set forth at 18 C.F.R. § 35.19a(a)(2)(iii) beginning 
on the 31 st day following issuance of the Notice of Payment Due. 

The terms of this Agreement, including the agreed upon payment, are subject to 
review and possible revision by NERC and FERC. Upon NERC approval of the 
Agreement, NERC will file a Notice of Penalty with FERC and will post the Agreement 
publicly. If either NERC or FERC rejects the Agreement, then WECC will attempt to 
negotiate a revised settlement agreement with SNPD that includes any changes to the 
Agreement specified by NERC or FERC. If the Parties cannot reach a settlement 
agreement, the Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement Program ("CMEP") governs 
the enforcement process. 

B. Settlement Rationale. WECC's determination of any penalty and sanction 
included in this settlement agreement is guided by the statutory requirement codified at 
16 U.S.C. § 8240(e)(6) that any penalty imposed "shall bear a reasonable relation to the 
seriousness of the violation and shall take into consideration the efforts of [the 
Registered Entity] to remedy the violation in a timely manner." In addition, WECC 
considers the direction of the Commission provided in Order No. 693, the NERC 
Sanction Guidelines, the Commission's Policy Statement on Enforcement, the 
Commission's July 3, 2008 Guidance Order, the Commission's August 27, 2010 
Guidance Order, and all other applicable guidance from NERC and FERC. 

To determine a penalty or sanction, WECC considers various factors including, 
but not limited to: (1) Violation Risk Factor ("VRF';); (2) Violation Severity Level, (3) risk 
to the reliability of the Bulk Power System ("BPS"), including the seriousness of the 
violation; (4) Violation Time Horizon (5) the violation's duration; (6) the Registered 
Entity's compliance history; (7) the Registered Entity's self-reports and voluntary 
corrective action; (8) the degree and quality of cooperation by the Registered Entity in 
the audit or investigation process, and in any remedial action; (9) the quality of the 
Registered Entity's compliance program; (10) any attempt by the Registered Entity to 
conceal the violation or any related information; (11) whether the violation was 
intentional; (12) any other relevant information or extenuating circumstances; and (13) 
the Registered Entity's ability to pay a penalty, as applicable. 

Enforcement determined that a penalty is appropriate for the following reasons: 



The following are the VRF and the reliability impact for each violation as determined by 
WECC: 

1. The violation of PRC-008-0 R1 has a "Medium" VRF. WECC determined that this 
violation posed a minimal risk to the reliability of the BPS because SNPD has a UFLS 
equipment maintenance and testing program that includes its relays and station 
batteries, but fails to address the PTs and the DC control circuitry. However, SNPD's 
UFLS relays are designed to drop load on individual 12.47 kV distribution lines, and not 
to drop load on higher voltage distribution or Bulk Electric System ("BES") transmission 
lines. Therefore, the misoperation of a relay during an underfrequency event would 
result only in a small amount of load failing to clear the system. 

2. The violation of PRC-008-0 R2 has a "Medium" VRF. WECC determined that this 
violation posed a minimal risk to the reliability of the BPS because SNPD failed to 
maintain its UFLS relays and associated station batteries according to the schedule set 
forth in its UFLS maintenance and testing program and failed to provide maintenance 
and testing records for PTs and DC control circuitry. However, SNPD's UFLS relays are 
designed to drop load on individual 12.47 kV distribution lines, and not to drop load on 
higher voltage distribution or BES transmission lines. Therefore, the misoperation of a 
relay during an underfrequency event would result only in a small amount of load failing 
to clear the system. 

SNPD took voluntary corrective action to remediate the following violations: 

1. PRC-008-0 R1 

2. PRC-008-0 R2 

SNPD self-reported the following violations: 

1. PRC-008-0 R1 

2. PRC-008-0 R2 

WECC evaluated SNPD's Internal Compliance Program ("ICP"). WECC 
determined SNPD's ICP is docurnented; the ICP is disseminated throughout its 
operations staff; SNPD has ICP oversight staff; ICP oversight staff is supervised at a 
high level in the organization; the ICP oversight staff has independent access to the 
CEO and/or board of directors; SNPD has allocated sufficient resources to its ICP; the 
ICP has the support and participation of SNPD's senior managernent; SNPD reviews 
and modifies its ICP regularly; SNPD's ICP includes formal, internal self-auditing for 
cornpliance with all Reliability Standards on a periodic basis. 

This violation was SNPD's first assessed violation of PRC-008-0 R1 and R2. 



SNPD was cooperative throughout the process. 

SNPD did not fail to complete any applicable compliance directives. 

There was no evidence of any attempt by SNPD to conceal the violation. 

WECC determined that, although SNPD had self-reported previous violations of 
PRC-005, SNPD discovered and self reported the PRC-OOS violations during its review 
and mitigation of its previous PRC-005 violations. Given that SNPD filed the PRC-OOS 
self reports concurrent to their mitigation of PRC-005, WECC therefore determined that 
aggravation was not warranted. 

WECC is not aware of SNPD affiliates' violations of this Reliability Standard or 
involvement in SNPD's activities such that this violation by SNPD should be treated as 
recurring or repeat misconduct. 

Additionally, there were no aggravating factors warranting a higher payment 
amount. Specifically, SNPD did not have any negative compliance history. Finally, 
there was no evidence that SNPD's violations were intentional. 

III. SNPD's Separate Explanatory Statement 

SNPD has agreed to pay WECC $20,000 under this Settlement Agreement. The 
penalty reflects WECC's determination that both the PRC-OOS-OOO R1 and PRC-OOS-
000 R2 violations posed minimal risks to the reliability of the BPS. In addition to the 
reasons relied upon by WECC in this Agreement, SNPD wishes to provide further 
support for WECC's determination that the violations posed minimal risk to the BES. 
Snohomish also wishes to demonstrate that the violations addressed in this Settlement 
Agreement arose from the same internal inspection program as the PRC-005-001 
violations earlier acceded to by Snohomish under overlapping standards, and that the 
violations should therefore be treated as a single violation with insignificant reliability 
risks in any enforcement proceedings. 

Substantial additional evidence supports the conclusion that the violations 
produced minimal risk to the reliable operation of the BES. First, as this Settlement 
Agreement properly observes, the UFLS relays there at issue WOUld, in the event of an 
under-frequency event on the BES, trip individual 12.47 kV circuits within Snohomish's 
distribution system, rather than larger BES circuits, and therefore would have minimal 
effect on the reliable operation of the BES, even if an underfrequency event threatened 
the BES. As NERC's Protection System and Maintenance Drafting Team recently 
explained, in a scheme like SNPD's, UFLS is applied "on the distribution system, with 
each UFLS individually tripping a relatively low value of load," so that "the program is 
implemented via a large number of individual UFLS components performing 
independently." In this situation, "the failure of any individual component to perform 
properly will have a minimal impact on the effectiveness of the overall UFLS program" 



and "[d]istributed tripping schemes would have to exhibit multiple failures to trip before 
they would prove to be significant as opposed to a single failure to trip of, for example, a 
Transmission Protection System Bus Differential Lock-Out Relay.,,1 

Second, SNPD has monitored much of the equipment addressed in this 
Settlement Agreement through its SCADA system and will monitor more of it through 
SCADA in the future. SNPD's substation batteries have been monitored through its 
SCADA system since 1995. Therefore, any battery failure would have triggered an 
alarm in SNPD's Energy Control Center, requiring the dispatch of a crew to respond to 
the alarm within one hour. Similarly, for over half its underfrequency relays, SNPD has 
installed Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories, Inc. ("SEL") equipment with a continuous 
self-diagnostic function that would also trigger an alarm on SNPD's SCADA system and 
crew response. SNPD will continue to replace older underfrequency relays with 
advanced SEL self-diagnosing models. 

Third, SNPD substations are, and were throughout the relevant period, subject to 
periodic inspections, at intervals of one to three months with at least six inspections per 
year. If operating correctly, SNPD's DC circuitry displays a visual indicator light. 
Hence, inspectors would note any improperly functioning DC circuit and would also 
visually inspect batteries. A crew would then be dispatched to correct any malfunctions 
noted. 

All these factors support the conclusion that the violations of PRC-OOS-OOO R1 
and PRC-OOS-OOO R2 posed a minimal risk to reliability because malfunctions in relays 
and related equipment likely would have been noted before or shortly after the 
malfunction and corrected in short order. 

In addition to these factors demonstrating that the violations addressed in this 
Settlement Agreement presented a minimal threat to the BES, SNPD also believes the 
violations addressed in this Settlement Agreement are largely related to violations 
addressed in 2010 in WECC enforcement actions against SNPD related to alleged 
violations of PRC-005-001. Those violations, and the violations of PRC-OOS-OOO 
addressed in this Settlement Agreement, all arose from a single internal compliance 
monitoring program and an overlapping set of standards, and resulted in a single 
mitigation plan. 

An exarnination of the language used in the standards demonstrates the extent 
of the overlap. PRC-OOS-OOO R1 requires Distribution Providers to "have a UFLS 
equipment maintenance and testing program in place." And, under PRC-OOS-OOO R2, 
SNPD is required to "irnplement its UFLS equiprnent maintenance and testing program." 
Similarly, as a Distribution Provider and Generator Owner, PRC-005-001 requires 
SNPD to have a "maintenance and testing program" for "Protection Systems" in place, 
and to implernent that program. These standards are duplicative because "Protection 

1 NERC Protection System and Maintenance Drafting Team, NERC Protection System Maintenance Standard PRC-
005~2: Informative Annex to Standard PRC~005~2, Frequently Asked Questions, at p. 18 (issued Nov. 17, 2008) 
(avalia ble at: http://www.nerc.com/docs/standa rds/sa r/Pro ject _2007 -17 ]SM JA~ cleanjOl01117. pdf). 



System," as defined in the NERC Glossary of Terms, includes "[pjrotective relays, 
associated communications systems, voltage and current sensing devices, station 
batteries, and DC control circuitry." That is, PRC-005-001 covers "Protection System" 
monitoring, testing, and maintenance programs that include protective relays, sensing 
devices, station batteries, and DC control circuitry. These are also the subject of PRC-
00S.2 In fact, the duplication between PRC-005-001 and PRC-OOS-OOO is so great that 
the revision to the PRC-005-001 standard currently in the standards development 
process would merge PRC-005-001, PRC-OOS-OOO, and two other PRC standards into a 
single standard governing the maintenance and testing of Protection Systems.3 PRC
OOS-OOO would be retired. 

The duplication of the standards is also evident from the Mitigation Plans 
submitted by SNPD to address the alleged violations of PRC-005-001 and PRC-OOS-
000. On August 23, 2010, SNPD submitted a Mitigation Plan to address alleged 
violations PRC-005 that sets out specific interim goals and results in full compliance by 
September 30, 2011. The Mitigation Plan submitted on November 1S, 2011, to address 
alleged violations of PRC-OOS simply adds certain equipment to the August 23, 2010, 
mitigation plan, but otherwise is identical in every relevant respect. 

Accordingly, for these reasons, and for the reasons submitted in SNPD's 
September 16, 2010, Explanatory Statement regarding alleged violations of PRC-005-
001, the alleged violations addressed in this Settlement Agreement arose from a single 
intemal compliance program addressing a single set of SNPD Protection Systems and 
resulted in an essentially identical Mitigation Plan to address overlapping requirements 
of PRC-005-001 and PRC-OOS-OOO. In any future enforcement proceeding involving 
SNPD's Protection System inspection and maintenance program, WECC should 
consider the facts and circumstances discussed above. 

IV. Additional Terms 

A. Authority. The undersigned representative of each party warrants that he 
or she is authorized to represent and bind the designated party. 

B. Representations. The undersigned representative of each party affirms 
that he or she has read the Agreement, that all matters set forth in the Agreement are 
true and correct to the best of his or her knowledge, information, or belief, and that he or 

'The proposal for PRC-005-2 currently in the standards development process includes a refinement to the 
definition of "Protection System," but, If adopted, that change would not alter the analysis set forth in this letter. 
See Proposed Definition of Protection System, version 5 (posted Oct. 28, 2010) (available at: 
http://www.nerc.com/docs/standards/sar/Project_ 2007-17 _Proposed_DeL oLProtection_Sys.pdfj. 

3 See Draft 3, Standard PRC-00S-2 (Nov. 17, 2010) (available at: 
http://www.nerc.com/docs/sta ndards/ sa r /Pro ject_2007 -17 ]RC-00S-2 _ cI ea n_ 20101117. pdf); N ERC System 
Protection and Controls Task Force, NERC Planning Committee, NERC SPCTF Assessment of Standards PRC-DOS-1, 
PRC-008-0, PRC-011-0, and PRC-017-0 (March 8, 2007) (available at: http://www.nerc.com/docs/pc/spctf/PRC-OOS-
008-011-017 _ReporCApproved_by ]C_ 2.pdf). 



she understands that the Agreement is entered into by each party in express reliance 
on the representations set forth herein. 

C. Review. Each party agrees that it has had the opportunity to consult with 
legal counsel regarding the Agreement and to review it carefully. Each party enters the 
Agreement voluntarily. No presumption or rule that ambiguities shall be construed 
against the drafting party shall apply to the interpretation or enforcement of this 
Agreement. 

D. Entire Agreement. The Agreement represents the entire agreement 
between the Parties. No tender, offer, or promise of any kind outside the terms of the 
Agreement by any member, employee, officer, director, agent, or representative of 
SNPD or WECC has been made to induce the signatories or the Parties to enter into 
the Agreement. No oral representations shall be considered a part of the Agreement. 

E. Effective Date. The Agreement shall become effective upon FERC's 
approval of the Agreement by order or operation of law. 

F. Waiver of Right to Further Proceedings. Each Party agrees that the 
Agreement, upon approval by NERC and FERC, is a final settlement of all matters set 
forth herein. Except as set forth in subsection G, each Party waives its right to further 
hearings and appeal, unless and only to the extent that SNPD contends that any NERC 
or FERC action concerning the Agreement contains one or more material modifications 
to the Agreement. 

G. Reservation of Rights. WECC reserves all of its rights to initiate 
enforcement, penalty or sanction actions against SNPD in accordance with the 
Agreement, the CMEP and the NERC Rules of Procedure. In the event that SNPD fails 
to comply with any of the terms of this Agreement, WECC shall have the right to pursue 
enforcement, penalty or sanction actions against SNPD up to the maximum penalty 
allowed by the NERC Rules of Procedure. SNPD shall retain all of its rights to defend 
against such enforcement actions in accordance with the CMEP and the NERC Rules of 
Procedure. Failure by WECC to enforce any provision hereof on occasion shall not 
constitute a waiver by WECC of its enforcement rights or be binding on WECC on any 
other occasion. 

H. Consent. SNPD consents to the use of WECC's determinations, findings, 
and conclusions set forth in this Agreement for the purpose of assessing the factors, 
including the factor of determining the company's history of violations, in accordance 
with the NERC Sanction Guidelines and applicable Commission orders and policy 
statements. Such use may be in any enforcement action or compliance proceeding 
undertaken by NERC and/or any Regional Entity; provided, however, that Registered 
Entity does not consent to the use of the specific acts set forth in this Agreement as the 
sole basis for any other action or proceeding brought by NERC and/or WECC, nor does 
SNPD consent to the use of this Agreement by any other party in any other action or 
proceeding. 



I. Amendments, Any amendments to the Agreement shall be in writing, No 
amendment to the Agreement shall be effective unless it is in writing and executed by 
the Parties, 

J, Successors and Assigns, The Agreement shall be binding on successors 
or assigns of the Parties, 

K, Governing Law, The Agreement shall be governed by and construed 
under the laws of the State of Utah, 

L. Captions, The Agreement's titles, headings and captions are for the 
purpose of convenience only and in no way define, describe or limit the scope or intent 
of the Ag reement. 

M, Counterparts and Facsimiles, The Agreement may be executed in 
counterparts, in which case each of the counterparts shall be deemed to be an original. 
Also, the Agreement may be executed via facsimile, in which case a facsimile shall be 
deemed to be an original. 

Agreed to and accepted: 

WESTERN E~ICITY COORDINATING COUNCIL 

~ /f/5/1/ 
Constance B, White Dite I 

Vice President of Compliance 

PY\BLlC UTILITY DISTRICT NO.1 OF SNOHOMISH COUNTY 

i:J&ur aZ?J~ --4m~~i),"-,-'/1 __ 
Dana Toulson Dlt'e 
Assistant General Manager 
Power, Rates & Transmission Management 
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*Required Fields Status: Saved

Region: WECC 

NERC Registry ID: NCR05335NCR05335 

Joint Registration Organization (JRO) ID:

Registered Entity: Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish CountyPublic Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County 

Registered Entity Contact Information:

*  John D. Martinsen (jdmartinsen@snopud.com) 425John D. Martinsen (jdmartinsen@snopud.com) 425 --783783--80808080 |

Standard Applicable to Self-Report: PRCPRC--008008 --00 

Requirement Applicable to Self-Report: R1.R1.  

Sub Requirements Applicable to Self-Report:

Function Applicable to Self-Report: DP,TODP,TO 

Date violation occurred: *  6/18/20076/18/2007

Date violation discovered: *  8/23/20108/23/2010

Is the violation still occurring? * YesYes NoNo nmlkji nmlkj

Detail explanation and cause of violation: *

 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive 
assessment of compliance with PRCassessment of compliance with PRC --005.  Through that process, and along with information learned 005.  Through that process, and along with information learned 
during the WECC  June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop it was discovered that the PRCduring the WECC  June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop it was discovered that the PRC --008 requirements 008 requirements 
are similar to PRCare similar to PRC --005.  SNPD identified that many of its substation inspection, maintenance, and 005.  SNPD identified that many of its substation inspection, maintenance, and 
testing procedures for relays,  potential transformers, station batteries, and DC control circuitry may testing procedures for relays,  potential transformers, station batteries, and DC control circuitry may 
not be sufficient, and the SNPD procedures have not been consistently followed.not be sufficient, and the SNPD procedures have not been consistently followed.   
Based on this, SNPD identified 27 substations that are not compliant with PRCBased on this, SNPD identified 27 substations that are not compliant with PRC --008008--0, R1 and R2.  0, R1 and R2.  
An internal inspection of SNPD's maintenance records has found that not all inspections and An internal inspection of SNPD's maintenance records has found that not all inspections and 
maintenance have been performed within the required intervals as specified in our procedures.  The maintenance have been performed within the required intervals as specified in our procedures.  The 
details of the specific instances are being compiled and will be submitted within two weeks.details of the specific instances are being compiled and will be submitted within two weeks.   
SNPD is currently updating its procedures to address relay, potential transformer, station batteries, SNPD is currently updating its procedures to address relay, potential transformer, station batteries, 
and DC control circuitry inspection, maintenance, and testing.  SNPD intends to file a PRCand DC control circuitry inspection, maintenance, and testing.  SNPD intends to file a PRC --008 008 
mitigation plan.mitigation plan.

Reliability Impact: *  Minimal

Reliability Impact Description: *

 

There never has been a system condition that would have called on the UFLS relays to operate.  There never has been a system condition that would have called on the UFLS relays to operate.  
The existing battery inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at The existing battery inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at 
keeping  batteries in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching endkeeping  batteries in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching end --ofof--life.   Since life.   Since 
1998, all SNPD substations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through 1998, all SNPD substations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through 
our SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, our SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, 
which receives high priority attention.  If a battery alarm is generated, the SNPD Energy Control which receives high priority attention.  If a battery alarm is generated, the SNPD Energy Control 
Center will immediately dispatch an employee to investigate the alarm.  There have been no relay, Center will immediately dispatch an employee to investigate the alarm.  There have been no relay, 
potential transformer, station batteries, or DC control circuitry failures.  This has been confirmed by potential transformer, station batteries, or DC control circuitry failures.  This has been confirmed by 
subsequent inspections and by the fact that there have been no battery system alarms on SNPD's subsequent inspections and by the fact that there have been no battery system alarms on SNPD's 
SCADA system.  SCADA system.  

Additional Comments:

 

During an underfrequency event, SNPD's armed UFLS relays would trip load on radial, 12.47kV During an underfrequency event, SNPD's armed UFLS relays would trip load on radial, 12.47kV 
distribution circuits and would not trip 115kV BES circuits.distribution circuits and would not trip 115kV BES circuits.

 

NOTE:While submittal of a mitigation plan is not required until after a determination of a violation is 
confirmed, early submittal of a mitigation plan to address and remedy an identified deficiency is encouraged. 
Submittal of a mitigation plan shall not be deemed an admission of a violation. (See NERC Rules of 
Procedure, Appendix 4C, Section 6.4.) 
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This form was submitted on 9/1/2010.

*Required Fields Status: Saved

Region: WECC 

NERC Registry ID: NCR05335NCR05335 

Joint Registration Organization (JRO) ID:

Registered Entity: Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish CountyPublic Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County 

Registered Entity Contact Information:

*  John D. Martinsen (jdmartinsen@snopud.com) 425John D. Martinsen (jdmartinsen@snopud.com) 425 --783783--80808080 |

Standard Applicable to Self-Report: PRCPRC--008008 --00 

Requirement Applicable to Self-Report: R1.R1.  

Sub Requirements Applicable to Self-Report:

Function Applicable to Self-Report: DP,TODP,TO 

Date violation occurred: *  6/18/20076/18/2007

Date violation discovered: *  8/23/20108/23/2010

Is the violation still occurring? * YesYes NoNo nmlkji nmlkj

Detail explanation and cause of violation: *

 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive 
assessment of compliance with PRCassessment of compliance with PRC --005.  Through that process, and along with information learned 005.  Through that process, and along with information learned 
during the WECC  June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop it was discovered that the PRCduring the WECC  June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop it was discovered that the PRC --008 requirements 008 requirements 
are similar to PRCare similar to PRC --005.  SNPD identified that many of its substation inspection, maintenance, and 005.  SNPD identified that many of its substation inspection, maintenance, and 
testing procedures for relays,  potential transformers, station batteries, and DC control circuitry may testing procedures for relays,  potential transformers, station batteries, and DC control circuitry may 
not be sufficient, and the SNPD procedures have not been consistently followed.not be sufficient, and the SNPD procedures have not been consistently followed.   
Based on this, SNPD identified 27 substations that are not compliant with PRCBased on this, SNPD identified 27 substations that are not compliant with PRC --008008--0, R1 and R2.  0, R1 and R2.  
An internal inspection of SNPD's maintenance records has found that not all inspections and An internal inspection of SNPD's maintenance records has found that not all inspections and 
maintenance have been performed within the required intervals as specified in our procedures.  The maintenance have been performed within the required intervals as specified in our procedures.  The 
details of the specific instances are being compiled and will be submitted within two weeks.details of the specific instances are being compiled and will be submitted within two weeks.   
SNPD is currently updating its procedures to address relay, potential transformer, station batteries, SNPD is currently updating its procedures to address relay, potential transformer, station batteries, 
and DC control circuitry inspection, maintenance, and testing.  SNPD intends to file a PRCand DC control circuitry inspection, maintenance, and testing.  SNPD intends to file a PRC --008 008 
mitigation plan.mitigation plan.

Reliability Impact: *  Minimal

Reliability Impact Description: *

 

There never has been a system condition that would have called on the UFLS relays to operate.  There never has been a system condition that would have called on the UFLS relays to operate.  
The existing battery inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at The existing battery inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at 
keeping  batteries in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching endkeeping  batteries in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching end --ofof--life.   Since life.   Since 
1998, all SNPD substations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through 1998, all SNPD substations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through 
our SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, our SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, 
which receives high priority attention.  If a battery alarm is generated, the SNPD Energy Control which receives high priority attention.  If a battery alarm is generated, the SNPD Energy Control 
Center will immediately dispatch an employee to investigate the alarm.  There have been no relay, Center will immediately dispatch an employee to investigate the alarm.  There have been no relay, 
potential transformer, station batteries, or DC control circuitry failures.  This has been confirmed by potential transformer, station batteries, or DC control circuitry failures.  This has been confirmed by 
subsequent inspections and by the fact that there have been no battery system alarms on SNPD's subsequent inspections and by the fact that there have been no battery system alarms on SNPD's 
SCADA system.  SCADA system.  

Additional Comments:

 

During an underfrequency event, SNPD's armed UFLS relays would trip load on radial, 12.47kV During an underfrequency event, SNPD's armed UFLS relays would trip load on radial, 12.47kV 
distribution circuits and would not trip 115kV BES circuits.distribution circuits and would not trip 115kV BES circuits.

 

NOTE:While submittal of a mitigation plan is not required until after a determination of a violation is 
confirmed, early submittal of a mitigation plan to address and remedy an identified deficiency is encouraged. 
Submittal of a mitigation plan shall not be deemed an admission of a violation. (See NERC Rules of 
Procedure, Appendix 4C, Section 6.4.) 
 

Submit Self ReportSubmit Self Report gfedcb

Save PDF | Return To Search Results

9/13/2010 10:28:30 AM Page 2 / 2



 

  

 
 
 

Attachment c 
 

SNPD’s Self-Report for PRC-008-0 R2 dated 
September 1, 2010 

 
 

  



 Public Homepage   Portal Homepage 

Compliance 
Member Portal    

 Edit Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County

 Logged in as:  

 Kim Israelsson  

  Log Out   

System Administration

Compliance

Self Reports

Complaints

TFE Request

Mitigation Plans

Violation Retractions

File Upload

Self Report Form - 2010

Delete Item | Save PDF | Return To Search Results

New Mitigation Plan

This form has been locked due to an expired lockout date.
If you need to edit data contained in this form, please contact your WECC 
Administrator.

This form was submitted on 9/1/2010.

*Required Fields Status: Read Only

Region: WECC 

NERC Registry ID: NCR05335NCR05335 

Joint Registration Organization (JRO) ID:

Registered Entity: Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish CountyPublic Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County 

Registered Entity Contact Information:

*  John D. Martinsen (jdmartinsen@snopud.com) 425John D. Martinsen (jdmartinsen@snopud.com) 425 --783783--80808080

Standard Applicable to Self-Report: PRCPRC--008008 --00 

Requirement Applicable to Self-Report: R2.R2.  

Sub Requirements Applicable to Self-Report:

Function Applicable to Self-Report: DP,TODP,TO 

Date violation occurred: *  6/18/20076/18/2007

Date violation discovered: *  8/23/20108/23/2010

Is the violation still occurring? * YesYes NoNo nmlkji nmlkj

Detail explanation and cause of violation: *

 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive 
assessment of compliance with PRCassessment of compliance with PRC --005.  Through that process, and along with information learned 005.  Through that process, and along with information learned 
during the WECC  June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop it was discovered that the PRCduring the WECC  June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop it was discovered that the PRC --008 requirements 008 requirements 
are similar to PRCare similar to PRC --005.  SNPD identified that many of its substation inspection, maintenance, and 005.  SNPD identified that many of its substation inspection, maintenance, and 
testing procedures for relays,  potential transformers, station batteries, and DC control circuitry may testing procedures for relays,  potential transformers, station batteries, and DC control circuitry may 
not be sufficient, and the SNPD procedures have not been consistently followed.not be sufficient, and the SNPD procedures have not been consistently followed.   
Based on this, SNPD identified 27 substations that are not compliant with PRCBased on this, SNPD identified 27 substations that are not compliant with PRC --008008--0, R1 and R2.  0, R1 and R2.  
An internal inspection of SNPD's maintenance records has found that not all inspections and An internal inspection of SNPD's maintenance records has found that not all inspections and 
maintenance have been performed within the required intervals as specified in our procedures.  The maintenance have been performed within the required intervals as specified in our procedures.  The 
details of the specific instances are being compiled and will be submitted within two weeks.details of the specific instances are being compiled and will be submitted within two weeks.   
SNPD is currently updating its procedures to address relay, potential transformer, station batteries, SNPD is currently updating its procedures to address relay, potential transformer, station batteries, 
and DC control circuitry inspection, maintenance, and testing.  SNPD intends to file a PRCand DC control circuitry inspection, maintenance, and testing.  SNPD intends to file a PRC --008 008 
mitigation plan. mitigation plan. 

Reliability Impact: *  Minimal

Reliability Impact Description: *

 

There never has been a system condition that would have called on the UFLS relays to operate.  There never has been a system condition that would have called on the UFLS relays to operate.  
The existing battery inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at The existing battery inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at 
keeping  batteries in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching endkeeping  batteries in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching end --ofof--life.   Since life.   Since 
1998, all SNPD substations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through 1998, all SNPD substations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through 
our SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, our SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, 
which receives high priority attention.  If a battery alarm is generated, the SNPD Energy Control which receives high priority attention.  If a battery alarm is generated, the SNPD Energy Control 
Center will immediately dispatch an employee to investigate the alarm.  There have been no relay, Center will immediately dispatch an employee to investigate the alarm.  There have been no relay, 
potential transformer, station batteries, or DC control circuitry failures.  This has been confirmed by potential transformer, station batteries, or DC control circuitry failures.  This has been confirmed by 
subsequent inspections and by the fact that there have been no battery system alarms on SNPD's subsequent inspections and by the fact that there have been no battery system alarms on SNPD's 
SCADA system.SCADA system.

Additional Comments:

 

During an underfrequency event, SNPD's armed UFLS relays would trip load on radial, 12.47kV During an underfrequency event, SNPD's armed UFLS relays would trip load on radial, 12.47kV 
distribution circuits and would not trip 115kV BES circuits.distribution circuits and would not trip 115kV BES circuits.

 

NOTE:While submittal of a mitigation plan is not required until after a determination of a violation is 
confirmed, early submittal of a mitigation plan to address and remedy an identified deficiency is encouraged. 
Submittal of a mitigation plan shall not be deemed an admission of a violation. (See NERC Rules of 
Procedure, Appendix 4C, Section 6.4.) 
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*Required Fields Status: Read Only

Region: WECC 

NERC Registry ID: NCR05335NCR05335 

Joint Registration Organization (JRO) ID:

Registered Entity: Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish CountyPublic Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County 

Registered Entity Contact Information:

*  John D. Martinsen (jdmartinsen@snopud.com) 425John D. Martinsen (jdmartinsen@snopud.com) 425 --783783--80808080

Standard Applicable to Self-Report: PRCPRC--008008 --00 

Requirement Applicable to Self-Report: R2.R2.  

Sub Requirements Applicable to Self-Report:

Function Applicable to Self-Report: DP,TODP,TO 

Date violation occurred: *  6/18/20076/18/2007

Date violation discovered: *  8/23/20108/23/2010

Is the violation still occurring? * YesYes NoNo nmlkji nmlkj

Detail explanation and cause of violation: *

 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive 
assessment of compliance with PRCassessment of compliance with PRC --005.  Through that process, and along with information learned 005.  Through that process, and along with information learned 
during the WECC  June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop it was discovered that the PRCduring the WECC  June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop it was discovered that the PRC --008 requirements 008 requirements 
are similar to PRCare similar to PRC --005.  SNPD identified that many of its substation inspection, maintenance, and 005.  SNPD identified that many of its substation inspection, maintenance, and 
testing procedures for relays,  potential transformers, station batteries, and DC control circuitry may testing procedures for relays,  potential transformers, station batteries, and DC control circuitry may 
not be sufficient, and the SNPD procedures have not been consistently followed.not be sufficient, and the SNPD procedures have not been consistently followed.   
Based on this, SNPD identified 27 substations that are not compliant with PRCBased on this, SNPD identified 27 substations that are not compliant with PRC --008008--0, R1 and R2.  0, R1 and R2.  
An internal inspection of SNPD's maintenance records has found that not all inspections and An internal inspection of SNPD's maintenance records has found that not all inspections and 
maintenance have been performed within the required intervals as specified in our procedures.  The maintenance have been performed within the required intervals as specified in our procedures.  The 
details of the specific instances are being compiled and will be submitted within two weeks.details of the specific instances are being compiled and will be submitted within two weeks.   
SNPD is currently updating its procedures to address relay, potential transformer, station batteries, SNPD is currently updating its procedures to address relay, potential transformer, station batteries, 
and DC control circuitry inspection, maintenance, and testing.  SNPD intends to file a PRCand DC control circuitry inspection, maintenance, and testing.  SNPD intends to file a PRC --008 008 
mitigation plan. mitigation plan. 

Reliability Impact: *  Minimal

Reliability Impact Description: *

 

There never has been a system condition that would have called on the UFLS relays to operate.  There never has been a system condition that would have called on the UFLS relays to operate.  
The existing battery inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at The existing battery inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at 
keeping  batteries in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching endkeeping  batteries in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching end --ofof--life.   Since life.   Since 
1998, all SNPD substations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through 1998, all SNPD substations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through 
our SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, our SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, 
which receives high priority attention.  If a battery alarm is generated, the SNPD Energy Control which receives high priority attention.  If a battery alarm is generated, the SNPD Energy Control 
Center will immediately dispatch an employee to investigate the alarm.  There have been no relay, Center will immediately dispatch an employee to investigate the alarm.  There have been no relay, 
potential transformer, station batteries, or DC control circuitry failures.  This has been confirmed by potential transformer, station batteries, or DC control circuitry failures.  This has been confirmed by 
subsequent inspections and by the fact that there have been no battery system alarms on SNPD's subsequent inspections and by the fact that there have been no battery system alarms on SNPD's 
SCADA system.SCADA system.

Additional Comments:

 

During an underfrequency event, SNPD's armed UFLS relays would trip load on radial, 12.47kV During an underfrequency event, SNPD's armed UFLS relays would trip load on radial, 12.47kV 
distribution circuits and would not trip 115kV BES circuits.distribution circuits and would not trip 115kV BES circuits.

 

NOTE:While submittal of a mitigation plan is not required until after a determination of a violation is 
confirmed, early submittal of a mitigation plan to address and remedy an identified deficiency is encouraged. 
Submittal of a mitigation plan shall not be deemed an admission of a violation. (See NERC Rules of 
Procedure, Appendix 4C, Section 6.4.) 
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Section A: Compliance Notices & Mitigation Plan Requirements
A.1 Notices and requirements applicable to Mitigation Plans and this Submittal Form are set forth in 

"Attachment A - Compliance Notices & Mitigation Plan Requirements" to this form.
 

A.2  gfedcb I have reviewed Attachment A and understand that this Mitigation Plan Submittal Form will not be 
accepted unless this box is checked.  

Section B: Registered Entity Information
B.1 Identify your organization

 

Company Name: Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County

Company Address: PO Box 1107

Everett, Washington

98206 

NERC Compliance Registry ID: NCR05335

B.2 Identify the individual in your organization who will be the Entity Contact regarding this Mitigation 

Plan.

  Name: *  John D. Martinsen Find|Clear

Section C: Identification of Alleged or Confirmed Violation(s) Associated with this
Mitigation Plan
C.1 This Mitigation Plan is associated with the following Alleged or Confirmed violation(s) of the 

reliability standard listed below.

  Applicable Standard, Requirement(s) and Violation Date:

  Standard:  PRC-008-0

 
PRC-008-0 R1. (09/01/2010)gfedcb

PRC-008-0 R2. (09/01/2010)gfedcb

C.2 Identify the cause of the Alleged or Confirmed violation(s) identified above.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive 
assessment of compliance with PRC-005.  Through that process, and along with information 
learned during the WECC June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop, it was discovered that most UFLS 
relays were maintained within the stated intervals, but some relays were slightly beyond the 
intended interval.  The frequency of the battery and PT inspections was less than the SNPD 
documented program stated and some inspections were missed.  SNPD's oversight of PRC-
008-0 compliance beginning in 2007 included relays, but not the batteries, PT's or DC circuits.  
From date of mandatory compliance until April 2010, some of the battery and station 
inspections, which include PT inspections and verification of DC circuits, were deferred due to 
manpower availability.  Also, the work performed during battery maintenance and inspections 
had evolved over time, but the SNPD battery program documentation had not been updated to 
reflect the current maintenance and inspection practices.

C.3 Provide any additional relevant information regarding the Alleged or Confirmed violations 

associated with this Mitigation Plan.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

All the UFLS relays in SNPD ’s system have now been maintained within the last two years.  
SNPD has prioritized resources to assure that the monthly battery inspections at all 
substations were completed on schedule consistently in August and September 2010.

Section D: Details of Proposed Mitigation Plan
D.1 Identify and describe the action plan, including specific tasks and actions that your organization 

is proposing to undertake, or which it undertook if this Mitigation Plan has been completed, to 

correct the Alleged or Confirmed violations identified above in Part C.1 of this form.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

SNPD has completed the following mitigation plan tasks: 
1.  All UFLS relays in the SNPD system have been maintained within the last two years and 
there is no relay maintenance which is overdue. 
2.  The monthly battery inspections were completed at all 26 stations with UFLS relays in 
August and September of 2010. 
3.  SNPD has examined our battery inspection, maintenance, and testing procedures.  The 
battery inspection and maintenance program documentation was revised on September 30 to 
match current practices.   
4.  SNPD has assigned an employee to monitor progress of the battery, PT, relay and DC 
circuit inspections on a regular basis to verify the UFLS stations inspections and maintenance 
have occurred within the defined interval. 

To mitigate the PRC-008-0 violation, SNPD plans to: 
1.  Evaluate and update other maintenance procedures (PT's, CT's, DC circuits, etc) which are 
part of SNPD's PRC-008-0 compliance. 
2.  Become current with all quarterly and annual battery maintenance that is behind schedule 
by September 30, 2011. 
3.  Continue the oversight process which monitors progress of the battery, PT, relay and DC 
circuit inspections at UFLS stations.

D.2 Provide the date by which full implementation of the Mitigation Plan will be, or has been, 

completed with respect to the Alleged or Confirmed violations identified above. State whether 

the Mitigation Plan has been fully implemented: 

 

  9/30/2011

D.3 Enter Milestone Activities, with due dates, that your organization is proposing, or has completed, 

for this Mitigation Plan: 
 

 

Add New Mitigation Plan Milestone

Milestone Status Due Date Completed Date  
Finalize PT, CT, and DC circuits procedures Milestone Pending 12/30/2010   Detail
Become current - 25% complete Milestone Pending 3/30/2011   Detail
Become current - 60% complete Milestone Pending 6/30/2011   Detail
Become current - 100% complete Milestone Pending 9/30/2011   Detail

 

Section E: Interim and Future Reliability Risk
Abatement of Interim BPS Reliability Risk

E.1 While your organization is implementing this Mitigation Plan the reliability of the Bulk Power 

System (BPS) may remain at higher risk or be otherwise negatively impacted until the plan is 

successfully completed. To the extent they are, or may be, known or anticipated: (i) identify any 

such risks or impacts; and (ii) discuss any actions that your organization is planning to take to 

mitigate this increased risk to the reliability of the BPS.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

Because the UFLS relays at SNPD are applied on 12 kV circuits, any UFLS false operation 
would affect few customers and any UFLS relay failure to operate would result in a small 
percentage of SNPD ’s load not shed during an underfrequency event.  The existing battery 
inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at keeping our batteries 
in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching end-of-life.  Since 1998, all 
SNPD stations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through our 
SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, 
which receives high priority attention.

Prevention of Future BPS Reliability Risk

E.2 Describe how successful completion of this Mitigation Plan will prevent or minimize the 

probability that your organization incurs further risk of Alleged violations of the same or similar 

reliability standards requirements in the future.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

Completion of the mitigation plan will result in documented procedures using current practices 
and technology.  Our review of maintenance procedures and documentation will not be limited 
to just batteries, but will include all aspects covered under PRC-008.  This mitigation plan 
includes development of an oversight process to monitor progress of activities necessary for 
PRC-008-0 compliance.

Section F: Authorization

An authorized individual must sign and date this Mitigation Plan Submittal Form. By doing so, this 
individual, on behalf of your organization:

a) Submits this Mitigation Plan for acceptance by WECC and approval by NERC, and

b) If applicable, certifies that this Mitigation Plan was completed on or before the date provided as the 
'Date of Completion of the Mitigation Plan' on this form, and

c) Acknowledges:

  1. I am John D. Martinsen of Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County

2. I am qualified to sign this Mitigation Plan on behalf of Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish 

County

3. I understand Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County's obligations to comply with 
Mitigation Plan requirements and ERO remedial action directives as well as ERO documents, 
including, but not limited to, the NERC Rules of Procedure, including Appendixe 4(C) 
(Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement Program of the North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC CMEP))

4. I have read and am familiar with the contents of this Mitigation Plan

5. Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County agrees to comply with, this Mitigation Plan, 
including the timetable completion date, as accepted by WECC and approved by NERC

Authorized Individual Signature Sign

Section G: Regional Entity Contact
Please direct any questions regarding completion of this form to: 
  Duane Cook
  Compliance Process Analyst
  WECC
  801-819-7639
  dcooke@wecc.biz

Save ItemSave Item | Delete Item | Cancel ChangesCancel Changes | Save PDF | Return To Search Results
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Section A: Compliance Notices & Mitigation Plan Requirements
A.1 Notices and requirements applicable to Mitigation Plans and this Submittal Form are set forth in 

"Attachment A - Compliance Notices & Mitigation Plan Requirements" to this form.
 

A.2  gfedcb I have reviewed Attachment A and understand that this Mitigation Plan Submittal Form will not be 
accepted unless this box is checked.  

Section B: Registered Entity Information
B.1 Identify your organization

 

Company Name: Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County

Company Address: PO Box 1107

Everett, Washington

98206 

NERC Compliance Registry ID: NCR05335

B.2 Identify the individual in your organization who will be the Entity Contact regarding this Mitigation 

Plan.

  Name: *  John D. Martinsen Find|Clear

Section C: Identification of Alleged or Confirmed Violation(s) Associated with this
Mitigation Plan
C.1 This Mitigation Plan is associated with the following Alleged or Confirmed violation(s) of the 

reliability standard listed below.

  Applicable Standard, Requirement(s) and Violation Date:

  Standard:  PRC-008-0

 
PRC-008-0 R1. (09/01/2010)gfedcb

PRC-008-0 R2. (09/01/2010)gfedcb

C.2 Identify the cause of the Alleged or Confirmed violation(s) identified above.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive 
assessment of compliance with PRC-005.  Through that process, and along with information 
learned during the WECC June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop, it was discovered that most UFLS 
relays were maintained within the stated intervals, but some relays were slightly beyond the 
intended interval.  The frequency of the battery and PT inspections was less than the SNPD 
documented program stated and some inspections were missed.  SNPD's oversight of PRC-
008-0 compliance beginning in 2007 included relays, but not the batteries, PT's or DC circuits.  
From date of mandatory compliance until April 2010, some of the battery and station 
inspections, which include PT inspections and verification of DC circuits, were deferred due to 
manpower availability.  Also, the work performed during battery maintenance and inspections 
had evolved over time, but the SNPD battery program documentation had not been updated to 
reflect the current maintenance and inspection practices.

C.3 Provide any additional relevant information regarding the Alleged or Confirmed violations 

associated with this Mitigation Plan.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

All the UFLS relays in SNPD ’s system have now been maintained within the last two years.  
SNPD has prioritized resources to assure that the monthly battery inspections at all 
substations were completed on schedule consistently in August and September 2010.

Section D: Details of Proposed Mitigation Plan
D.1 Identify and describe the action plan, including specific tasks and actions that your organization 

is proposing to undertake, or which it undertook if this Mitigation Plan has been completed, to 

correct the Alleged or Confirmed violations identified above in Part C.1 of this form.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

SNPD has completed the following mitigation plan tasks: 
1.  All UFLS relays in the SNPD system have been maintained within the last two years and 
there is no relay maintenance which is overdue. 
2.  The monthly battery inspections were completed at all 26 stations with UFLS relays in 
August and September of 2010. 
3.  SNPD has examined our battery inspection, maintenance, and testing procedures.  The 
battery inspection and maintenance program documentation was revised on September 30 to 
match current practices.   
4.  SNPD has assigned an employee to monitor progress of the battery, PT, relay and DC 
circuit inspections on a regular basis to verify the UFLS stations inspections and maintenance 
have occurred within the defined interval. 

To mitigate the PRC-008-0 violation, SNPD plans to: 
1.  Evaluate and update other maintenance procedures (PT's, CT's, DC circuits, etc) which are 
part of SNPD's PRC-008-0 compliance. 
2.  Become current with all quarterly and annual battery maintenance that is behind schedule 
by September 30, 2011. 
3.  Continue the oversight process which monitors progress of the battery, PT, relay and DC 
circuit inspections at UFLS stations.

D.2 Provide the date by which full implementation of the Mitigation Plan will be, or has been, 

completed with respect to the Alleged or Confirmed violations identified above. State whether 

the Mitigation Plan has been fully implemented: 

 

  9/30/2011

D.3 Enter Milestone Activities, with due dates, that your organization is proposing, or has completed, 

for this Mitigation Plan: 
 

 

Add New Mitigation Plan Milestone

Milestone Status Due Date Completed Date  
Finalize PT, CT, and DC circuits procedures Milestone Pending 12/30/2010   Detail
Become current - 25% complete Milestone Pending 3/30/2011   Detail
Become current - 60% complete Milestone Pending 6/30/2011   Detail
Become current - 100% complete Milestone Pending 9/30/2011   Detail

 

Section E: Interim and Future Reliability Risk
Abatement of Interim BPS Reliability Risk

E.1 While your organization is implementing this Mitigation Plan the reliability of the Bulk Power 

System (BPS) may remain at higher risk or be otherwise negatively impacted until the plan is 

successfully completed. To the extent they are, or may be, known or anticipated: (i) identify any 

such risks or impacts; and (ii) discuss any actions that your organization is planning to take to 

mitigate this increased risk to the reliability of the BPS.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

Because the UFLS relays at SNPD are applied on 12 kV circuits, any UFLS false operation 
would affect few customers and any UFLS relay failure to operate would result in a small 
percentage of SNPD ’s load not shed during an underfrequency event.  The existing battery 
inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at keeping our batteries 
in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching end-of-life.  Since 1998, all 
SNPD stations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through our 
SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, 
which receives high priority attention.

Prevention of Future BPS Reliability Risk

E.2 Describe how successful completion of this Mitigation Plan will prevent or minimize the 

probability that your organization incurs further risk of Alleged violations of the same or similar 

reliability standards requirements in the future.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

Completion of the mitigation plan will result in documented procedures using current practices 
and technology.  Our review of maintenance procedures and documentation will not be limited 
to just batteries, but will include all aspects covered under PRC-008.  This mitigation plan 
includes development of an oversight process to monitor progress of activities necessary for 
PRC-008-0 compliance.

Section F: Authorization

An authorized individual must sign and date this Mitigation Plan Submittal Form. By doing so, this 
individual, on behalf of your organization:

a) Submits this Mitigation Plan for acceptance by WECC and approval by NERC, and

b) If applicable, certifies that this Mitigation Plan was completed on or before the date provided as the 
'Date of Completion of the Mitigation Plan' on this form, and

c) Acknowledges:

  1. I am John D. Martinsen of Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County

2. I am qualified to sign this Mitigation Plan on behalf of Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish 

County

3. I understand Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County's obligations to comply with 
Mitigation Plan requirements and ERO remedial action directives as well as ERO documents, 
including, but not limited to, the NERC Rules of Procedure, including Appendixe 4(C) 
(Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement Program of the North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC CMEP))

4. I have read and am familiar with the contents of this Mitigation Plan

5. Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County agrees to comply with, this Mitigation Plan, 
including the timetable completion date, as accepted by WECC and approved by NERC

Authorized Individual Signature Sign

Section G: Regional Entity Contact
Please direct any questions regarding completion of this form to: 
  Duane Cook
  Compliance Process Analyst
  WECC
  801-819-7639
  dcooke@wecc.biz

Save ItemSave Item | Delete Item | Cancel ChangesCancel Changes | Save PDF | Return To Search Results
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Section A: Compliance Notices & Mitigation Plan Requirements
A.1 Notices and requirements applicable to Mitigation Plans and this Submittal Form are set forth in 

"Attachment A - Compliance Notices & Mitigation Plan Requirements" to this form.
 

A.2  gfedcb I have reviewed Attachment A and understand that this Mitigation Plan Submittal Form will not be 
accepted unless this box is checked.  

Section B: Registered Entity Information
B.1 Identify your organization

 

Company Name: Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County

Company Address: PO Box 1107

Everett, Washington

98206 

NERC Compliance Registry ID: NCR05335

B.2 Identify the individual in your organization who will be the Entity Contact regarding this Mitigation 

Plan.

  Name: *  John D. Martinsen Find|Clear

Section C: Identification of Alleged or Confirmed Violation(s) Associated with this
Mitigation Plan
C.1 This Mitigation Plan is associated with the following Alleged or Confirmed violation(s) of the 

reliability standard listed below.

  Applicable Standard, Requirement(s) and Violation Date:

  Standard:  PRC-008-0

 
PRC-008-0 R1. (09/01/2010)gfedcb

PRC-008-0 R2. (09/01/2010)gfedcb

C.2 Identify the cause of the Alleged or Confirmed violation(s) identified above.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) recently completed a comprehensive 
assessment of compliance with PRC-005.  Through that process, and along with information 
learned during the WECC June 22, 2010, PRC Workshop, it was discovered that most UFLS 
relays were maintained within the stated intervals, but some relays were slightly beyond the 
intended interval.  The frequency of the battery and PT inspections was less than the SNPD 
documented program stated and some inspections were missed.  SNPD's oversight of PRC-
008-0 compliance beginning in 2007 included relays, but not the batteries, PT's or DC circuits.  
From date of mandatory compliance until April 2010, some of the battery and station 
inspections, which include PT inspections and verification of DC circuits, were deferred due to 
manpower availability.  Also, the work performed during battery maintenance and inspections 
had evolved over time, but the SNPD battery program documentation had not been updated to 
reflect the current maintenance and inspection practices.

C.3 Provide any additional relevant information regarding the Alleged or Confirmed violations 

associated with this Mitigation Plan.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

All the UFLS relays in SNPD ’s system have now been maintained within the last two years.  
SNPD has prioritized resources to assure that the monthly battery inspections at all 
substations were completed on schedule consistently in August and September 2010.

Section D: Details of Proposed Mitigation Plan
D.1 Identify and describe the action plan, including specific tasks and actions that your organization 

is proposing to undertake, or which it undertook if this Mitigation Plan has been completed, to 

correct the Alleged or Confirmed violations identified above in Part C.1 of this form.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

SNPD has completed the following mitigation plan tasks: 
1.  All UFLS relays in the SNPD system have been maintained within the last two years and 
there is no relay maintenance which is overdue. 
2.  The monthly battery inspections were completed at all 26 stations with UFLS relays in 
August and September of 2010. 
3.  SNPD has examined our battery inspection, maintenance, and testing procedures.  The 
battery inspection and maintenance program documentation was revised on September 30 to 
match current practices.   
4.  SNPD has assigned an employee to monitor progress of the battery, PT, relay and DC 
circuit inspections on a regular basis to verify the UFLS stations inspections and maintenance 
have occurred within the defined interval. 

To mitigate the PRC-008-0 violation, SNPD plans to: 
1.  Evaluate and update other maintenance procedures (PT's, CT's, DC circuits, etc) which are 
part of SNPD's PRC-008-0 compliance. 
2.  Become current with all quarterly and annual battery maintenance that is behind schedule 
by September 30, 2011. 
3.  Continue the oversight process which monitors progress of the battery, PT, relay and DC 
circuit inspections at UFLS stations.

D.2 Provide the date by which full implementation of the Mitigation Plan will be, or has been, 

completed with respect to the Alleged or Confirmed violations identified above. State whether 

the Mitigation Plan has been fully implemented: 

 

  9/30/2011

D.3 Enter Milestone Activities, with due dates, that your organization is proposing, or has completed, 

for this Mitigation Plan: 
 

 

Add New Mitigation Plan Milestone

Milestone Status Due Date Completed Date  
Finalize PT, CT, and DC circuits procedures Milestone Pending 12/30/2010   Detail
Become current - 25% complete Milestone Pending 3/30/2011   Detail
Become current - 60% complete Milestone Pending 6/30/2011   Detail
Become current - 100% complete Milestone Pending 9/30/2011   Detail

 

Section E: Interim and Future Reliability Risk
Abatement of Interim BPS Reliability Risk

E.1 While your organization is implementing this Mitigation Plan the reliability of the Bulk Power 

System (BPS) may remain at higher risk or be otherwise negatively impacted until the plan is 

successfully completed. To the extent they are, or may be, known or anticipated: (i) identify any 

such risks or impacts; and (ii) discuss any actions that your organization is planning to take to 

mitigate this increased risk to the reliability of the BPS.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

Because the UFLS relays at SNPD are applied on 12 kV circuits, any UFLS false operation 
would affect few customers and any UFLS relay failure to operate would result in a small 
percentage of SNPD ’s load not shed during an underfrequency event.  The existing battery 
inspection, maintenance, and testing program has been very effective at keeping our batteries 
in good condition, and identifying batteries which are reaching end-of-life.  Since 1998, all 
SNPD stations have had their battery voltage monitored on a continuous basis through our 
SCADA system.  Fluctuations in battery voltage outside normal bounds generate an alarm, 
which receives high priority attention.

Prevention of Future BPS Reliability Risk

E.2 Describe how successful completion of this Mitigation Plan will prevent or minimize the 

probability that your organization incurs further risk of Alleged violations of the same or similar 

reliability standards requirements in the future.

Additional detailed information may be provided as an attachment:

 

 

Completion of the mitigation plan will result in documented procedures using current practices 
and technology.  Our review of maintenance procedures and documentation will not be limited 
to just batteries, but will include all aspects covered under PRC-008.  This mitigation plan 
includes development of an oversight process to monitor progress of activities necessary for 
PRC-008-0 compliance.

Section F: Authorization

An authorized individual must sign and date this Mitigation Plan Submittal Form. By doing so, this 
individual, on behalf of your organization:

a) Submits this Mitigation Plan for acceptance by WECC and approval by NERC, and

b) If applicable, certifies that this Mitigation Plan was completed on or before the date provided as the 
'Date of Completion of the Mitigation Plan' on this form, and

c) Acknowledges:

  1. I am John D. Martinsen of Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County

2. I am qualified to sign this Mitigation Plan on behalf of Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish 

County

3. I understand Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County's obligations to comply with 
Mitigation Plan requirements and ERO remedial action directives as well as ERO documents, 
including, but not limited to, the NERC Rules of Procedure, including Appendixe 4(C) 
(Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement Program of the North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC CMEP))

4. I have read and am familiar with the contents of this Mitigation Plan

5. Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County agrees to comply with, this Mitigation Plan, 
including the timetable completion date, as accepted by WECC and approved by NERC

Authorized Individual Signature Sign

Section G: Regional Entity Contact
Please direct any questions regarding completion of this form to: 
  Duane Cook
  Compliance Process Analyst
  WECC
  801-819-7639
  dcooke@wecc.biz

Save ItemSave Item | Delete Item | Cancel ChangesCancel Changes | Save PDF | Return To Search Results
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DISPOSITION OF VIOLATION1

Dated July 11, 2011 
 

 
NERC TRACKING 
NO. 

REGIONAL ENTITY TRACKING 
NO. 

NOC# 

WECC201002078 
WECC201002107 

WECC2010-610509 
WECC2010-610510 

NOC-853 
 

 
REGISTERED ENTITY NERC REGISTRY ID  
Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County (SNPD) NCR05335  
  
REGIONAL ENTITY 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) 

 

    
I. REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

 
ENTITY IS REGISTERED FOR THE FOLLOWING FUNCTIONS (BOTTOM ROW 

INDICATES REGISTRATION DATE): 
BA DP GO GOP IA LSE PA PSE RC RP RSG TO TOP TP TSP 

 X X X  X  X    X X X  

 

6/
17

/0
7 

6/
17

/0
7 

6/
17

/0
7 

 

6/
17

/0
7 

 

6/
17

/0
7 

   

6/
17

/0
7 

2/
6/

09
 

3/
27

/0
9 

 

* VIOLATION APPLIES TO SHADED FUNCTIONS 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE REGISTERED ENTITY 
SNPD is a public utility district organized under the laws of the state of Washington.  
Its principal offices are located in Everett, Washington.  SNPD owns and operates 
approximately 300 miles of 115 kV lines and has a peak load of approximately 1,435 
MW.  

 
II. VIOLATION INFORMATION 

 
RELIABILITY 
STANDARD 

REQUIREMENT(S) SUB-
REQUIREMENT(S) 

VRF(S) VSL(S) 

PRC-008-0 1  Medium Severe 
PRC-008-0 2  Medium Severe 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 For purposes of this document and attachments hereto, each violation at issue is described as a 
“violation,” regardless of its procedural posture and whether it was a possible, alleged or confirmed 
violation. 



Attachment e 

 
 Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County Page 2 of 9 

PURPOSE OF THE RELIABILITY STANDARD AND TEXT OF RELIABILITY 
STANDARD AND REQUIREMENT(S)/SUB-REQUIREMENT(S) 
 
The purpose statement of PRC-008-0 provides: “Provide last resort system 
preservation measures by implementing an Under Frequency Load Shedding 
(UFLS) program.” 
 
PRC-008-1 provides: 
 

R1. The Transmission Owner and Distribution Provider with a UFLS 
program (as required by its Regional Reliability Organization[2

 

]) shall 
have a UFLS equipment maintenance and testing program in place.  
This UFLS equipment maintenance and testing program shall include 
UFLS equipment identification, the schedule for UFLS equipment 
testing, and the schedule for UFLS equipment maintenance. 

R2. The Transmission Owner and Distribution Provider with a UFLS 
program (as required by its Regional Reliability Organization) shall 
implement its UFLS equipment maintenance and testing program and 
shall provide UFLS maintenance and testing program results to its 
Regional Reliability Organization and NERC on request (within 30 
calendar days). 

 
(Footnote added.) 
 
VIOLATION DESCRIPTION 
On September 1, 2010, SNPD submitted Self-Reports for possible non-compliance 
with these Reliability Standards.  In its Self-Reports, SNPD stated that it recently 
identified that many of its substation inspection, maintenance, and testing 
procedures for relays, potential transformers (PTs), station batteries, and DC 
control circuitry may not be sufficient, and SNPD had not followed its procedures 
consistently.  Based on its review, SNPD identified 26 substations with 47 UFLS 
relays.3

 

  SNPD reported that an internal inspection of SNPD’s maintenance records 
found that not all maintenance and testing had been performed within the required 
intervals for all relays, as specified in SNPD’s UFLS equipment maintenance and 
testing program.  

On September 8, 2010, a WECC Subject Matter Expert (SME) reviewed SNPD’s 
Self-Report and requested additional information in an e-mail exchange with 
SNPD’s compliance personnel.  SNPD reported that neither PTs nor DC control 
circuitry were included in SNPD’s UFLS maintenance and testing program.  The 

                                                 
2 Consistent with applicable FERC precedent, the term ‘Regional Reliability Organization’ in this context 
refers to WECC.  
3 In the Self-Report, SNPD originally reported there were 27 substations that were not compliant with PRC-
008; however, in the Mitigation Plan and Settlement Agreement, SNPD corrected the number to 26 
substations.  
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SME determined that SNPD failed to include a summary of maintenance and testing 
procedures for the PTs and the DC control circuitry associated with its UFLS relays 
in its UFLS equipment maintenance and testing program.  For these reasons, the 
SME determined that SNPD had a possible violation of PRC-008-0 R1 from June 
18, 2007, the effective date of this Standard, to the present.  
 
The SME forwarded his findings to WECC Enforcement for its review.  WECC 
Enforcement reviewed SNPD’s Self-Report, the email exchange with the WECC 
SME and the SME’s findings, and determined that SNPD failed to have a UFLS 
maintenance and testing program in place that included the PTs and DC control 
circuitry associated with its UFLS relays. Therefore, WECC Enforcement 
concluded that SNPD had an alleged Violation of PRC-008-0 R1. 
 
In addition, SNPD provided maintenance schedules of its UFLS relay maintenance 
dates and its battery maintenance dates, for the period from June, 2007 through 
August, 2010.  SNPD did not provide any maintenance schedules for the PTs and 
DC control circuitry.  Based on its review of the maintenance schedules, the SME 
determined that SNPD failed to maintain and test its UFLS relays and batteries in 
accordance with the maintenance and testing schedule in its UFLS maintenance and 
testing program.  For these reasons, the SME determined that SNPD had a possible 
violation of PRC-008-0 R2.  The SME forwarded his findings to WECC 
Enforcement for its review. 
 
WECC Enforcement reviewed SNPD’s Self-Report, the email exchange with the 
WECC SME and the SME’s findings, and determined that SNPD failed to maintain 
and test 13 of its 47 UFLS relays within the schedule specified in its maintenance 
and testing program, and had missed one or more scheduled monthly, quarterly or 
annual tests for each of its station batteries at its 26 stations, for the period from 
June 18, 2007, the effective date of this Standard, to the present.  SNPD also failed to 
provide maintenance and testing records for PTs and DC control circuitry.  For 
these reasons, WECC Enforcement concluded SNPD had an Alleged Violation of 
PRC-008-0 R2 from June 18, 2007 to the present. 
 
RELIABILITY IMPACT STATEMENT- POTENTIAL AND ACTUAL 
WECC determined that these violations posed a minimal risk and did not pose a 
serious or substantial risk to the reliability of the Bulk Power System (BPS).  SNPD 
has an UFLS equipment maintenance and testing program that includes its relays 
and station batteries, but failed to address the PTs and the DC control circuitry.  
Although SNPD failed to maintain its UFLS relays and associated station batteries 
according to the schedule set forth in its UFLS maintenance and testing program 
and failed to provide maintenance and testing records for PTs and DC control 
circuitry, SNPD’s UFLS relays are designed to drop load on individual 12.47 kV 
distribution lines, and not to drop load on higher voltage distribution or BPS 
transmission lines.  Therefore, the misoperation of a relay during an 
underfrequency event would result only in a small amount of load failing to clear 
the system. 
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IS THERE A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT YES  NO     
  
WITH RESPECT TO THE VIOLATION(S), REGISTERED ENTITY 
 

NEITHER ADMITS NOR DENIES IT (SETTLEMENT ONLY) YES  
 ADMITS TO IT       YES  
            Stipulates to the facts 

DOES NOT CONTEST IT (INCLUDING WITHIN 30 DAYS) YES  
 
WITH RESPECT TO THE ASSESSED PENALTY OR SANCTION, REGISTERED 
ENTITY 
 
 ACCEPTS IT/ DOES NOT CONTEST IT    YES  
 

III.   DISCOVERY INFORMATION 
 
METHOD OF DISCOVERY 

SELF-REPORT  
SELF-CERTIFICATION  
COMPLIANCE AUDIT  
COMPLIANCE VIOLATION INVESTIGATION  
SPOT CHECK  
COMPLAINT  
PERIODIC DATA SUBMITTAL  
EXCEPTION REPORTING  

 
DURATION DATE(S) 6/18/07 (when the Standard became mandatory and 
enforceable) through Present4

  
 

  
DATE DISCOVERED BY OR REPORTED TO REGIONAL ENTITY 9/1/10 
 

IS THE VIOLATION STILL OCCURRING  YES  NO   
 IF YES, EXPLAIN  

The Mitigation Plan has an expected completion date of September 30, 2011. 
 

 REMEDIAL ACTION DIRECTIVE ISSUED YES  NO  
 PRE TO POST JUNE 18, 2007 VIOLATION  YES  NO  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                 
4 The Mitigation Plan has an expected completion date of September 30, 2011. 
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IV. MITIGATION INFORMATION 
 
FOR FINAL ACCEPTED MITIGATION PLAN: 

MITIGATION PLAN NO. MIT-07-3219 
DATE SUBMITTED TO REGIONAL ENTITY 9/1/10 
DATE ACCEPTED BY REGIONAL ENTITY 12/17/10 
DATE APPROVED BY NERC 1/12/11 
DATE PROVIDED TO FERC 1/13/11 

 
IDENTIFY AND EXPLAIN ALL PRIOR VERSIONS THAT WERE ACCEPTED OR 
REJECTED, IF APPLICABLE 
 
      
  
MITIGATION PLAN COMPLETED YES  NO  
 

EXPECTED COMPLETION DATE  9/30/11 
EXTENSIONS GRANTED       
ACTUAL COMPLETION DATE   TBD 

 
DATE OF CERTIFICATION LETTER TBD 
CERTIFIED COMPLETE BY REGISTERED ENTITY AS OF TBD 

 
DATE OF VERIFICATION LETTER  TBD 
VERIFIED COMPLETE BY REGIONAL ENTITY AS OF  TBD 

 
ACTIONS TAKEN TO MITIGATE THE ISSUE AND PREVENT 
RECURRENCE 
 
In SNPD’s mitigation plan, it proposed to evaluate and update other 
maintenance procedures which are part of SNPD’s PRC-008-0 compliance, 
become current with all quarterly and annual battery maintenance that is 
behind schedule by September 30, 2011, and continue the oversight process 
which monitors progress of the battery, PT relay and DC circuit inspections 
at UFLS stations.   

 
LIST OF EVIDENCE REVIEWED BY REGIONAL ENTITY TO EVALUATE 
COMPLETION OF MITIGATION PLAN (FOR CASES IN WHICH 
MITIGATION IS NOT YET COMPLETED, LIST EVIDENCE REVIEWED 
FOR COMPLETED MILESTONES) 
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V. PENALTY INFORMATION 
 
TOTAL ASSESSED PENALTY OR SANCTION OF $20,000 FOR TWO 
VIOLATIONS OF RELIABILITY STANDARDS. 
 
(1) REGISTERED ENTITY’S COMPLIANCE HISTORY 
 

PREVIOUSLY FILED VIOLATIONS OF ANY OF THE INSTANT 
RELIABILITY STANDARD(S) OR REQUIREMENT(S) THEREUNDER 
YES  NO   
   
 LIST VIOLATIONS AND STATUS  

      
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 
PREVIOUSLY FILED VIOLATIONS OF OTHER RELIABILITY 
STANDARD(S) OR REQUIREMENTS THEREUNDER  
YES  NO   
  

LIST VIOLATIONS AND STATUS  
A Settlement Agreement covering violations of TPL-001-0 R1 and R2, 
TPL-002-0 R1 and R2, TPL-003-0 R1 and R2, TPL-004-0 R1 and 
PRC-007-0 R1 for SNPD (NOC-589) was approved by the BOTCC on 
February 15, 2011 and filed with FERC under NP11-135-000 on 
March 30, 2011.  On April 29, 2011, FERC issued an order stating it 
would not engage in further review of the Notice of Penalty. 

 
WECC determined that these prior violations should not serve as a 
basis for aggravating the penalty because they involved standards that 
are not the same or similar to the instant standard.  Moreover, there 
was nothing in the record to suggest that broader corporate issues 
were implicated. 

 
A Settlement Agreement covering two violations of PRC-005-1 R2.1 
for SNPD (NOC-682) was approved by the BOTCC on February 15, 
2011 and filed with FERC under NP11-147-000 on March 30, 2011.  
On April 29, 2011, FERC issued an order stating it would not engage 
in further review of the Notice of Penalty. 

 
 

WECC determined that, although SNPD had self-reported previous 
violations of PRC-005, SNPD discovered and self-reported the PRC-
008 violations during its review and mitigation of its previous PRC-
005 violations.  Given that SNPD filed the PRC-008 Self-Reports 
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concurrent to their mitigation of PRC-005, WECC determined that 
aggravation was not warranted. 

 
 ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

      
  
(2) THE DEGREE AND QUALITY OF COOPERATION BY THE REGISTERED 
ENTITY (IF THE RESPONSE TO FULL COOPERATION IS “NO,” THE 
ABBREVIATED NOP FORM MAY NOT BE USED.) 
 

FULL COOPERATION  YES  NO  
IF NO, EXPLAIN 
      

 
(3) THE PRESENCE AND QUALITY OF THE REGISTERED ENTITY’S 
COMPLIANCE PROGRAM  
 
  IS THERE A DOCUMENTED COMPLIANCE PROGRAM  

YES  NO  UNDETERMINED  
  EXPLAIN 

WECC evaluated SNPD’s Internal Compliance Program (ICP) and 
considered the ICP as a mitigating factor in determining the penalty. 
WECC determined SNPD’s ICP is documented.  The ICP is 
disseminated throughout its operations staff. SNPD has ICP oversight 
staff.  ICP oversight staff is supervised at a high level in the 
organization.  The ICP oversight staff has independent access to the 
CEO and/or board of directors. SNPD has allocated sufficient 
resources to its ICP.  The ICP has the support and participation of 
SNPD’s senior management.  SNPD reviews and modifies its ICP 
regularly.   SNPD’s ICP includes formal, internal self-auditing for 
compliance with all Reliability Standards on a periodic basis.  

 
EXPLAIN SENIOR MANAGEMENT’S ROLE AND INVOLVEMENT 
WITH RESPECT TO THE REGISTERED ENTITY’S COMPLIANCE 
PROGRAM, INCLUDING WHETHER SENIOR MANAGEMENT 
TAKES ACTIONS THAT SUPPORT THE COMPLIANCE PROGRAM, 
SUCH AS TRAINING, COMPLIANCE AS A FACTOR IN EMPLOYEE 
EVALUATIONS, OR OTHERWISE. 

  See above. 
 
(4) ANY ATTEMPT BY THE REGISTERED ENTITY TO CONCEAL THE 
VIOLATION(S) OR INFORMATION NEEDED TO REVIEW, EVALUATE OR 
INVESTIGATE THE VIOLATION. 
 

YES  NO   
  IF YES, EXPLAIN 
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(5) ANY EVIDENCE THE VIOLATION(S) WERE INTENTIONAL (IF THE 
RESPONSE IS “YES,” THE ABBREVIATED NOP FORM MAY NOT BE USED.) 
 

YES  NO   
  IF YES, EXPLAIN 
        
 
 
(6) ANY OTHER MITIGATING FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION   
 

YES  NO   
  IF YES, EXPLAIN 
        
 
 
(7) ANY OTHER AGGRAVATING FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 

YES  NO   
  IF YES, EXPLAIN 
        
 
 
(8) ANY OTHER EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES 
 

YES  NO   
  IF YES, EXPLAIN 
        
 
 
EXHIBITS: 
 

SOURCE DOCUMENT  
WECC’s Self-Report Form dated September 1, 2010 for violation of PRC-
008-0 R1  
 
WECC’s Self-Report Form dated September 1, 2010 for violation of PRC-
008-0 R2 
 
MITIGATION PLAN 
WECC’s Mitigation Plan, MIT-07-3219 submitted September 1, 2010 
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OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
 

NOTICE OF ALLEGED VIOLATION AND PROPOSED PENALTY OR 
SANCTION ISSUED 
DATE:  11/18/10 OR N/A  
 
SETTLEMENT REQUEST DATE 
DATE:  12/29/10 OR N/A  
 
NOTICE OF CONFIRMED VIOLATION ISSUED 
DATE:        OR N/A  
 
SUPPLEMENTAL RECORD INFORMATION 
DATE(S)       OR N/A  
 
REGISTERED ENTITY RESPONSE CONTESTED 
FINDINGS      PENALTY      BOTH     DID NOT CONTEST      
 

HEARING REQUESTED 
YES  NO    
DATE        
OUTCOME        
APPEAL REQUESTED        
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Notice of Filing 

 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 
 
Public Utility District No. 1 of Snohomish County  Docket No. NP11-___-000 
 

NOTICE OF FILING 
July 28, 2011 

 
Take notice that on July 28, 2011, the North American Electric Reliability 

Corporation (NERC) filed a Notice of Penalty regarding Public Utility District No. 1 of 
Snohomish County in the Western Electricity Coordinating Council region. 
 

Any person desiring to intervene or to protest this filing must file in accordance 
with Rules 211 and 214 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (18 CFR 
385.211, 385.214).  Protests will be considered by the Commission in determining the 
appropriate action to be taken, but will not serve to make protestants parties to the 
proceeding.  Any person wishing to become a party must file a notice of intervention or 
motion to intervene, as appropriate.  Such notices, motions, or protests must be filed on 
or before the comment date.  On or before the comment date, it is not necessary to serve 
motions to intervene or protests on persons other than the Applicant. 

 
The Commission encourages electronic submission of protests and interventions 

in lieu of paper using the “eFiling” link at http://www.ferc.gov.  Persons unable to file 
electronically should submit an original and 14 copies of the protest or intervention to the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20426. 
 

This filing is accessible on-line at http://www.ferc.gov, using the “eLibrary” link 
and is available for review in the Commission’s Public Reference Room in Washington, 
D.C.  There is an “eSubscription” link on the web site that enables subscribers to receive 
email notification when a document is added to a subscribed docket(s).  For assistance 
with any FERC Online service, please email FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or call 
(866) 208-3676 (toll free).  For TTY, call (202) 502-8659. 
 
Comment Date: [BLANK] 
 
 

Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary 
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