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For Public Release – October 8, 2009 

Mr. Ron Ciesiel Southwest Power Pool Regional Entity 
Executive Director, Compliance  415 N. McKinley, Ste 140 
rciesiel@spp.org Little Rock, AR  72205-3020 
 P 501.614.3265 
 F 501.821.8726 
 
 
August 12, 2009 
 
     
CONFIDENTIAL NON-PUBLIC INFORMATION 
 
 
BY E-MAIL AND U.S. MAIL 
 
Ms. Terri Eaton 
Director, Regulator Admin. & Compliance 
Southwestern Public Service Company (SPS) 
18201 West 10th Avenue 
Golden, Colorado  80401 
 
 
Re:  Notice of Proposed Expedited Disposition of Pending Violations or Alleged Violations 
 
 
Dear Ms. Eaton: 
 
This letter is notice that the Southwest Power Pool Regional Entity (SPP RE) is proposing to expedite 
disposition of the pending violation or alleged violation listed in Attachment B.  SPP RE intends to file 
with the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”) and the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (“FERC”) a request to expedite resolution of the pending violation or alleged violation listed 
in Attachment B and to accept disposition of the violation or alleged violation under the terms of the 
Agreement in Attachment A hereto, based on the following factors:  

 
 The violation does not pose a high risk to system reliability (Lower or Medium VRF). 
 The violation was discovered prior to July 3, 2008.  
 The violation has been mitigated or a mitigation plan has been submitted by the Registered Entity 

and accepted by SPP RE and NERC. 
 
This proposed expedited disposition will result in the assessment of zero penalties for the violation listed 
in Attachment B if this disposition is accepted by Southwestern Public Service Company (SPS) and by 
NERC and FERC.   
 
Please review the information below and provide a written response no later than 10 days from the 
date of this Notice.  Responses should be directed to the SPP RE File Clerk at 
SPP_Regional_Entity_File_Clerk@spp.org.  If SPS accepts this proposed expedited disposition, sign 
the attached Agreement and return it to SPP RE within 10 days after the date of this Notice.  If SPS does 
not respond within 10 days, SPP RE will deem this Agreement accepted by SPS. 
 

mailto:SPP_Regional_Entity_File_Clerk@spp.org
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If you have questions, please call me at 501.614.3265.  
 
 

Very Respectfully, 
 

Ronald W. Ciesiel 
 

Ron Ciesiel 
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Certification of Completion 

 



From: Eaton, Terri K
To: Kevin Goolsby; 
cc: Thompson, Bob (in Transmission) F; Cenedella, Dave; Eaton, Terri; 

Kauffman, Bryan P; 
Subject: PRC 008 - Mitigation Plan completion
Date: Thursday, March 06, 2008 3:07:30 PM
Attachments: Completed WO.jpg 

Kevin, SPS has completed its mitigation plan on PRC-008. An electronic copy of the work 
order is attached.  

Please let me know if you have any questions or require further information.

 -----Original Message-----

From:   Sicola, Tony  

Sent:   Thursday, March 06, 2008 9:15 AM

To:     Thompson, Bob (in Transmission) F

Cc:     Bellinghausen, Alan L

Subject:        PRC 008 - Mitigation Plan completion

Bob,

A copy of the completed Passport work order ( 1097786 ) indicating completion that you requested.

Tony Sicola, Manager System Protection

806 378 2108

Fax 806 378 2024

Cell 806 679 7486

<<Completed WO.jpg>> 
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P.O. Box 1078
Denver, Colorado 80402

June 12,2008

Kevin Goolsby, Lead Engineer-Compliance
Southwest Poxver Pool
415 N. McKinley, 140 Plaza West
Little Rock, AR 72205-3020

Via fax: 501-664-6923

Re: SPP200700007

Dear Kevin:

By email dated March 6, 2008, I notified you of completion of the mitigation plan relating to
the referenced matter. The pro’pose of this letter is to more formally document completion of that
mitigation plan.

I attached to my March 6, 2008 emaii a copy of a xvorkorder shmv’mg work completed in
accordance with that mitigation plan. A copy of that workorder is attached hereto. Further,
additional information relating to completion of that mitigation plan ~vas mailed to you on June 4,
2008 in response to your May 28, 2008 request for additional information.

Please let me !moxv if you need any further information relating to this matter.

Sincerely,

Ter~i K. Eaton, Project Director
Mandatory Reliability Standard Compliance Program
Xcel Energy Services Inc.
P. O. Box 1078
Golden, CO 80402
303-273-4878

Cc: BtTan Kauffman
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SPP RE Mitigation Plan / Milestone Completion Review 

 

Registered Entity: Southwestern Public Service Co.  Registry ID:  NCR01145 
 
NERC Violation ID: SPP200700007 
Date Violation Discovered:  Planned Violation 12/31/07 
Discovery Method:  Self Report 
 
Violation Risk Factor:  Medium 
Violation Risk Factor Determination:  
 
Violation Severity Level: Lower 
Violation Severity Level Determination:   
 
Violation Reset Period: 
Type Violation: Occurrence/Continuing/Hybrid 
Can the Registered Entity incur additional violations during a reset period? 
 
Workbook Impact Statement:  
 
NERC Mitigation Plan No: MIT-07-0224   
 

Administration Record Date 
Violation Date 1/1/08 
Mitigation Plan submitted by Registered Entity 12/21/07 
Mitigation Plan accepted by SPP (CDMS) 12/21/07 
Mitigation Plan sent to NERC (Workbook Update)  
Mitigation Plan accepted by NERC (Confirmation of Mitigation Plan to FERC) 2/5/08 
Proposed Mitigation Plan Completion Date 3/31/08 
Registered Entity Certification of Mitigation Plan / Milestone Completion 3/6/08 
SPP RE Verification Review 9/8/09 
  
 
Reliability Standard(s) and Requirement(s) at Issue:  PRC-008-0  R2 
 
Cause of the Violation:  SPS was unable to test one of its UFLS relays on schedule because the test 
required a substation outage and one of its customers requested the outage be postponed until 1st quarter 
2008. 
 
Proposed Mitigation Plan:  Delay testing of the UFLS relay until customer can take outage. 
 
 

Mitigation Plan Activity/Milestone 
Under Review 

 
Due Date

Completion
Date 

Evidence/Documentation 
Review Date 

Schedule plan outage for relay test 2/15/08   
Complete relay testing 3/31/08 3/6/08 Work Order Completion Record 
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Abatement of Interim BPS Reliability Risk:  Minimum risk – SPS will still meet it minimum UFLS 
requirement if an event occurred and if the Shell CO2 relay failed to operate.  This relay provides 
additional margin for UFLS. 
 
Prevention of Future BPS Reliability Risk:  The next test of the Shell CO2 plant UFLS relay is six years 
in the future.  The Shell relay completes the 2007 schedule.   
 
 
Milestone/Mitigation Plan under review:  Mitigation plan completion. 
 
Statement of review of the confirmation and supporting evidence indicating the verification 
of completion of the Mitigation Plan / Milestone:  Reviewed the work sheet for the completion 
of the testing of the UFLS relay and found the testing was complete. 
 
 

Mitigation Plan Documentation Record 
 

Document Description Record File Name 
Work Order Completion Record Completed WO.jpg 
  
  
  
  
  
 
Other Relevant Information:   
 
Has the Registered Entity completed the milestone and/or mitigation plan under review?   Yes 
 
Review Performed by: Joe Gertsch     
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