Agenda
Standards Committee Special Call
January 31, 2019 | 3:00 ― 4:00 p.m. Eastern

Dial-in: 1-415-655-0002 | Access Code: 736 197 490 | Meeting Password: 013119
Click here for: Webex Access
Introduction and Chair’s Remarks
NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines and Public Announcement*
Agenda Items

1. Review January 31 Agenda ― Approve (A. Gallo) (1 minute)
2. Project 2018-04 SAR Drafting Team* CONFIDENTIAL ― Appoint (S. Kim) (15 minutes)
3. Adjournment
*Background materials included.

Antitrust Compliance Guidelines
I. General

It is NERC’s policy and practice to obey the antitrust laws and to avoid all conduct that unreasonably
restrains competition. This policy requires the avoidance of any conduct that violates, or that might
appear to violate, the antitrust laws. Among other things, the antitrust laws forbid any agreement
between or among competitors regarding prices, availability of service, product design, terms of sale,
division of markets, allocation of customers or any other activity that unreasonably restrains
competition.
It is the responsibility of every NERC participant and employee who may in any way affect NERC’s
compliance with the antitrust laws to carry out this commitment.
Antitrust laws are complex and subject to court interpretation that can vary over time and from one
court to another. The purpose of these guidelines is to alert NERC participants and employees to
potential antitrust problems and to set forth policies to be followed with respect to activities that may
involve antitrust considerations. In some instances, the NERC policy contained in these guidelines is
stricter than the applicable antitrust laws. Any NERC participant or employee who is uncertain about
the legal ramifications of a particular course of conduct or who has doubts or concerns about whether
NERC’s antitrust compliance policy is implicated in any situation should consult NERC’s General Counsel
immediately.
II. Prohibited Activities

Participants in NERC activities (including those of its committees and subgroups) should refrain from
the following when acting in their capacity as participants in NERC activities (e.g., at NERC meetings,
conference calls and in informal discussions):
•

Discussions involving pricing information, especially margin (profit) and internal cost
information and participants’ expectations as to their future prices or internal costs.

•

Discussions of a participant’s marketing strategies.

•

Discussions regarding how customers and geographical areas are to be divided among
competitors.

•

Discussions concerning the exclusion of competitors from markets.

•

Discussions concerning boycotting or group refusals to deal with competitors, vendors or
suppliers.

•

Any other matters that do not clearly fall within these guidelines should be reviewed with
NERC’s General Counsel before being discussed.

III. Activities That Are Permitted

From time to time decisions or actions of NERC (including those of its committees and subgroups) may
have a negative impact on particular entities and thus in that sense adversely impact competition.
Decisions and actions by NERC (including its committees and subgroups) should only be undertaken for
the purpose of promoting and maintaining the reliability and adequacy of the bulk power system. If
you do not have a legitimate purpose consistent with this objective for discussing a matter, please
refrain from discussing the matter during NERC meetings and in other NERC-related communications.
You should also ensure that NERC procedures, including those set forth in NERC’s Certificate of
Incorporation, Bylaws, and Rules of Procedure are followed in conducting NERC business.
In addition, all discussions in NERC meetings and other NERC-related communications should be within
the scope of the mandate for or assignment to the particular NERC committee or subgroup, as well as
within the scope of the published agenda for the meeting.
No decisions should be made nor any actions taken in NERC activities for the purpose of giving an
industry participant or group of participants a competitive advantage over other participants. In
particular, decisions with respect to setting, revising, or assessing compliance with NERC reliability
standards should not be influenced by anti-competitive motivations.
Subject to the foregoing restrictions, participants in NERC activities may discuss:
•

Reliability matters relating to the bulk power system, including operation and planning matters
such as establishing or revising reliability standards, special operating procedures, operating
transfer capabilities, and plans for new facilities.

•

Matters relating to the impact of reliability standards for the bulk power system on electricity
markets, and the impact of electricity market operations on the reliability of the bulk power
system.

•

Proposed filings or other communications with state or federal regulatory authorities or other
governmental entities.

Matters relating to the internal governance, management and operation of NERC, such as nominations
for vacant committee positions, budgeting and assessments, and employment matters; and procedural
matters such as planning and scheduling meetings.
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Public Announcements
Conference call:
Participants are reminded that this conference call is public. The access number was posted on the
NERC website and widely distributed. Speakers on the call should keep in mind that the listening
audience may include members of the press and representatives of various governmental authorities,
in addition to the expected participation by industry stakeholders.

Agenda Item 2
Standards Committee
January 31, 2019
Project 2018-04 Modifications to PRC-024-2
SAR Drafting Team
Action

Appoint the Standard Authorization Request (SAR) drafting team member, chair, and vice-chair
recommendations for Project 2018-04 Modifications to PRC-024-2, as recommended by NERC
staff.
Background

On November 27, 2018, the NERC Operating Committee (OC) and Planning Committee (PC)
submitted a SAR prepared by the Inverter-Based Resource Performance Task Force (IRPTF),
which reports to the OC and PC.
Based off the disturbance analyses and development of the PRC-024-2 Gaps Whitepaper, the
IRPTF identified potential modifications to PRC-024-2 to help ensure inverter-based generator
owners, operators, developers, and equipment manufacturers understand the intent of the
standard for their plants to respond to grid disturbances to contribute to the reliable operation
of the Bulk Power System.
This SAR proposes to revise PRC-024-2 to address the identified issues.
From December 19, 2018 – January 18, 2019, NERC solicited nominations for volunteers to
serve on a SAR drafting team for Reliability Standard PRC-024-2. NERC staff reviewed
nominations received from industry professionals and has submitted a list of recommended
nominees with the requisite background, experience, and skills necessary to serve on the SAR
drafting team.

