Definitions of ETC

FRCC Definition

D. Existing Commitments (EC)

Existing Commitments in the Planning Horizon are the long term, firm transactions modeled in the FRCC 715 filing loadflow base cases, and any shorter term firm transactions included in ATCWG operating loadflow cases or data on the FRCC ftp site. In the Operating Horizon, Existing Commitments observed by Transmission Providers include those transactions confirmed or scheduled, as applicable, by individual Transmission Providers on their FLOASIS pages.

WECC Definition
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6.3.3 Determination of “Existing Transmission Commitments”

This section identifies those items to be included in the determination of “Existing Transmission Commitments”.

_ Reservations for Native Load Growth: Transmission Providers may reserve existing transfer capability needed for reasonably forecasted Native Load growth5. Transfer Capability reserved for Native Load growth must be made available for use by others until the time that it is actually needed by the Native Load.

_ Where transmission service is reserved for a Network Resource which is a purchase by the Transmission Provider to serve Native Load customers, the reservation should reflect the terms of the purchase (if 50 MW may be scheduled in any hour, then 50 MW of transmission must be reserved for every hour). Where the reservation is made based on the Native Load reliability need, the Transmission Provider must determine the applicable hours of such reliability need based on its load and resource circumstances.

_ Native Load Forecasts: ATC determination does not presume the existence of sanctioned forecasts by regulatory agencies, although a Transmission Provider may use such a sanction in arguing the reasonableness of its determination of Committed Uses. In making reservations for Native Load, adjustments may be made for near-term uncertainties (e.g. weather). Long-term forecasts may use both generic and contractually committed resources to meet native load

requirements. Transmission Providers must use reasonable assumptions in determining Native Load requirements and make available those assumptions and the resulting conclusions, and be able to justify the reasonableness of those assumptions and the resulting conclusions, as well as their consistency with then-current FERC policies, in applicable dispute resolution proceedings.

_ Approved Load Forecast: A publicly-approved load forecast or resource plan is one which has been approved, or reviewed and accepted, by a regulatory agency

4 Note: the SWRTA Bylaws specifically permit the exclusion of transmission capacity needed to

accommodate unscheduled flows, at levels consistent with the WSCC Unscheduled Flow Mitigation Plan.

Making allowances for projected unscheduled flows based on assumptions that are appropriate for the time

horizon of the ATC estimate would be consistent with making the best technical estimate of ATC, and would

therefore be consistent with the NERC ATC report.

5 See footnote 2.

that is independent of the Transmission Provider. If there is no regulatory approved forecast/plan, the Transmission Provider may publish its own good faith forecast/plan (for example, an official Loads & Resources plan). The Transmission Provider must also provide the assumptions, and the underlying justifications for those assumptions, used to develop the forecast/plan, in sufficient detail to permit interested parties to examine and challenge the reasonableness of the forecast/plan in an applicable dispute resolution forum. Evidence supporting the contention that such a forecast/plan has been made in good faith includes a showing that the forecast/plan produced for the purposes of determining Committed Uses and ATC is consistent with the forecast/plan the Transmission Provider uses in its internal planning of other facilities or for processes distinct from those related to determination of Committed Uses.  Where there are differences in the ATC methodology from the internal planning assumptions and criteria they must be explained and be subject to a finding of reasonableness in an applicable dispute resolution forum.  Long-term forecasts generally state a net out-of-area resource requirement, but

may not break this requirement down by interconnection path/interface or by

time-of-use period. The Transmission Provider may use his discretion to make

this breakdown, provided the Transmission Provider uses good faith and

provides the underlying justifications. Use of a Transmission Provider’s own

data, assumptions and contracts for service is probably the most reasonable

solution that can be attained unless there is an RTG-approved or WSCCapproved

area-wide resource database used by all parties posting ATC. The

forecast should distinguish between committed and planned resource purchases.

_ Ancillary Services (required as a part of Native Load service): Transfer

capability should be reserved under Native Load for those ancillary services

required to serve Native Load. These include transfer capability required to

supply load regulation and frequency response services. Ancillary services for

Operating Reserves are covered under Section 6.3.4.

_ Reservations Beyond Reliability-Based Needs: A Transmission Provider may

reserve ATC for the import of power which is beyond the amount reserved for

reliability needs of their Native Load customers, only to the extent permitted

under the FERC’s Order 888, or the Transmission Provider’s own Open

Access Transmission Tariff (OATT) and is otherwise consistent with the

Federal Power Act and the FERC’s applicable standards and policies then in

effect.

A Transmission Provider’s merchant function may reserve transfer capability

to serve the non-reliability needs of its customers; however, it is necessary to

reserve such capacity pursuant to applicable Network and Point-to-Point

OATT similar to any other transmission customer. The Transmission

Provider may reserve ATC for the import of power which is beyond the

amount reserved for the reliability needs of it’s Native Load customers, only to

the extent permitted under FERC’s Order 888, or the Transmission Provider’s

own OATT, consistent with the Federal Power Act and the FERC’s applicable

standards and policies then in effect.6 Consistent with Order 888, or the Transmission Provider’s own OATT, a Transmission Provider may reserve either Network or Point-to-Point

transmission service for its own resources and power purchases designated to

serve Network Load. A Transmission Provider may also use the point-to-point

tariff to reserve Firm transmission service where it has not made a purchase

commitment. It must take such Firm point-to-point transmission service for its

uncommitted purchases under the same terms and conditions of the tariff as it

offers to others.

_ Existing Commitments: Committed Uses associated with existing commitments

at the time of the ATC determination are permissible. Determinations for these

types of Committed Uses must be made available and are subject to evaluation

upon request and in applicable dispute resolution forums.

_ Firm Transmission Reservations for Energy Transactions: Transfer capability

for energy transactions that can reasonably be expected to be consummated,

such as expected hydro conditions, can be a Committed Use for the

Transmission Provider (including an affiliated merchant business) to the

extent consistent with the reservation provisions of the approved tariff by

purchasing firm point-to-point transmission service from available transfer

capability. Such transfer capability can be reserved for expected energy

transactions, but must be released for Non-firm uses on a scheduling basis if

unused or as otherwise required in accordance with the reservation priorities

provided in the Transmission Provider’s tariff.

Economy energy purchases (Non-firm purchases) by the Transmission

Provider’s merchant function can get service under secondary service for nonnetwork

resources on an as available basis at no additional “bookkeeping”

charge (Section 28.4 of the FERC Open Access Transmission Tariff). If the

Transmission Provider is using this service it should decrement Non-firm ATC

for the purchase, but not Firm ATC. Firm point-to-point Transmission Service

(PPTS) has reservation and curtailment priority over Secondary Service.

Secondary Service has reservation and curtailment priority over Non-firm

PPTS. Where the purchases are Firm and meet the requirements of a Network

Resource, they qualify for a Firm transmission reservation and would be a

decrement from the Firm ATC posting. To reserve Firm ATC for a Non-firm

purchase or for where the Transmission Provider’s merchant has not secured

the purchase commitment or the purchase cannot otherwise qualify as a

6 Order 888 provides: at page 172 when discussing Reservation of Transmission Capacity, “We conclude that public utilities may reserve existing transmission capacity needed for native load growth and network

transmission customer load growth reasonably forecasted within the utilities current planning horizon:” at

page 191 when discussing Use of the Tariffs by the Rights Holder, “In the case of a public utility buying or

selling at wholesale, the public utility must take service under the same tariff under which other wholesale

sellers and buyers take service;” at page 323 when discussing Reservation Priority for Existing Firm Service Customers, “The transmission provider may reserve in its calculation of ATC transmission capacity necessary to accommodate native load growth reasonably forecasted in its planning horizon;” and at page 342 when discussing Network and Point-to-Point Customers’ Uses of the System, “However we do not require any utility to take service to integrate resources and loads. If any transmission user (including the public utility) prefers to take flexible point-to-point service, they are free to do so.”

Network Resource, the Transmission Provider’s merchant must make a

reservation of Firm PPTS just like it was any other Transmission Customer.

_ Reserving transfer capability over multiple paths to secure capacity for a

future undefined resource or purchase: Transmission Providers that have

uncommitted purchases or resources as part of their resource plan to serve

native load can reserve transfer capability on multiple paths until the

uncommitted purchase or resource is defined. In such a case, the

Transmission Provider should note on the OASIS that multiple paths are being

reserved. If a request for transmission service is received for which there is

inadequate ATC as a result of a multiple path reservation, the Transmission

Provider should have the first right of refusal for use of the path. If the

Transmission Provider exercises this right on a particular path, it should

release its reservation on the other (multiple) paths.

_ Good Faith Requests: Capacity may be reserved as “existing transmission

commitments” for “good faith requests” for transmission service received by a

Transmission Provider in accordance with applicable FERC or RTG request

for service policy. ATC is decremented as specified by applicable FERC or

regional policy.

_ Information to be Provided: The following lists the types of assumptions and

data that could be used in support of the determination of Committed Uses.

Transmission Providers should make available the information used in their

calculation of ATC values.

Far-Term Environment (>1 year)

_ Load forecast

_ Load forecast error (range)

_ Standard for serving load

_ Breakdown of use by path

_ Breakdown of use by Time of Use period

_ Hydro and temperature forecasts

_ DSM, interruptible load assumptions

_ Redundancy of reserved paths

_ Resource outage standards (G-1? G-2?)

_ Resource assumptions (high/low hydro...)

_ Forecasted outages

_ Unit deratings

_ Resource dispatch assumptions

_ Purchases or sales to external parties

_ Wheeling contracts, including listings of Points of Receipt, Points of

Delivery, and associated transmission demands at each point.

Near-Term Environment (<1 month)

_ Standard for probability of serving load

_ Load forecasts (range of temperatures, hydro forecast, etc.)
_ Resource outage standards (G-1? G-2?)

_ Forecasts of generation

_ Short-term wheeling arrangements, including listings of Points of Receipt,

Points of Delivery, and associated transmission demands at each point.

_ Purchases and sales with external parties.

MAPP Definition 
The Existing Transmission Commitments (“ETC”) for each Flowgate account for load serving, loop flows, losses, parallel flows from transactions outside the region, and transmission commitments made under Pre‑Existing Contracts.  The ETC used in firm ATC calculations reflects flows expected under the most limiting conditions for a given time period.  The ETC used in non‑firm calculations may reflect average conditions for a given time period.  

In the operating horizon, real‑time ETC is calculated by subtracting the impacts of energy schedules from the metered flow values.  The ETC is tracked historically and used to forecast ETC for future hours of the operating horizon.  The historical ETC values can also be used to help determine ETC in the planning horizon.

MISO address of transmission commitments 
NNL Allocations are flowgate capability values to which Midwest ISO Firm transmission commitments are limited. This includes generation to load commitments and firm transmission reservations

