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Comment Form — 3rd Draft of Standard MOD-001; 2nd Draft of Standards MOD-004, MOD-008, MOD-028, MOD-029, and MOD-030 — Project 2006-07


Please use this form to submit comments on the proposed set of ATC standards (MOD-001, MOD-004, MOD-008, MOD-028, MOD-029, and MOD-030).  Comments must be submitted by December 14, 2007.  You may submit the completed form by e-mail to sarcomm@nerc.net with the abbreviation “ATC Standards” in the subject line.  If you have questions please contact Andy Rodriquez at Andy.Rodriquez@nerc.net or by telephone at 609-947-3885.

	Individual Commenter Information

(Complete this page for comments from one organization or individual.)

	Name: 
     

	Organization: 
     

	Telephone: 
     

	E-mail:
     

	NERC Region (check all Regions in which your company operates)
	
	Registered Ballot Body Segment
(check all industry segments in which your company is registered)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ERCOT

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FRCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MRO

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NPCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RFC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SERC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SPP

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WECC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA – Not Applicable
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 — Transmission Owners

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2 — RTOs and ISOs

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3 — Load-serving Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4 — Transmission-dependent Utilities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5 — Electric Generators

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6 — Electricity Brokers, Aggregators, and Marketers

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7 — Large Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8 — Small Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	9 — Federal, State, Provincial Regulatory or other Government Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	10 — Regional Reliability Organizations and Regional Entities

	


	Group Comments (Complete this page if comments are from a group.)

Group Name: 

     
Lead Contact:

     
Contact Organization:
     
Contact Segment:

     
Contact Telephone:
     
Contact E-mail:

     

	Additional Member Name
	Additional Member Organization
	Region*
	Segment*

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


*If more than one region or segment applies, please indicate all that do apply.  Regional acronyms and segment numbers are shown on prior page.

Background Information
Project 2006-07 was initiated in 2006 to revise the then existing NERC reliability modeling standards to ensure the consistent and transparent calculation, verification, and use of Capacity Benefit Margin (CBM), Transmission Reliability Margin (TRM), Total Transfer Capability (TTC), Available Flowgate Capability (AFC), and Available Transfer Capability (ATC). Project 2006-07 requires specific reliability practices be incorporated into these standards. Such changes will enhance the reliable use of the bulk power transmission system without arbitrarily limiting commercial activity. 

On February 17, 2007 FERC issued Order 890 which directed, among other things, a number of reforms in the determination of ATC by requiring consistency and transparency in how CBM, TRM, TTC, AFC and ATC are calculated and allocated. Then on March 16, 2007 FERC issued Order 693 which provided directives on modifying the NERC standards, including those modeling standards related to the determination of ATC.

The drafting team has created the following proposed standards:

MOD-001 – Available Transfer Capability.  An “umbrella” standard requires the selection of a methodology, the updating of values, and the sharing of procedures and data.
MOD-004 – Capacity Benefit Margin. A standard that describes the requesting, calculation, and use of CBM.
MOD-008 – Transmission Reliability Margin. A standard that describes the calculation and use of TRM.
MOD-028 – Area Interchange Methodology (previously called the Network Response ATC Methodology).  A standard that describes the calculation of TTC and ATC, as performed primarily in the Eastern Interconnection.
MOD-029 – Rated System Path Methodology. A standard that describes the calculation of TTC and ATC, as performed primarily in the Western Interconnection.

MOD-030 – Flowgate Methodology (previously called the Network Response Flowgate Methodology). A standard that describes the calculation of TFC and AFC, as well as the conversion of those values to TTC and ATC.
The diagram on the next page shows, at a very high level, the arrangement of requirements within the revised set of standards.  The drafting team made many major changes to the standards based on feedback from stakeholders submitted in response to the last posting of these standards as well as feedback from NAESB and FERC.  Major changes include:
· Defined several new terms – and changed the names of some of the methodologies.  The most significant new term is, ‘Posted Path’ – this is used to define the boundaries for determining TTCs, TFCs, and ATCs.
· Changed the applicability so that the Transmission Operator determines TTC or TFC and the Transmission Service Provider determines ATC. 

· Converted descriptive language into algorithms for calculating ETC and ATC.  

· MOD-001 includes the basic requirement for the TSP to have an Available Transfer Capability Implementation Document (ATCID) – but if a particular method of calculating TTC or TFC requires that the TSP’s ATCID have additional data or information, then the requirement for the TSP’s ATCID to have that additional data or information is in the standard that includes the method for calculating TTC or TFC.
· Removed all requirements to make data or information ‘publicly available’ – the drafting team has been working cooperatively with NAESB and all posting requirements will be addressed in NAESB Business Practices.
· Added measures and compliance elements.

[image: image1.png]
[image: image2.wmf]MOD-004

Capacity Benefit Margin

(CBM)

-  CBM Implementation Document

-  Request CBM

-  Allocate CBM

-  Update CBM

-  Share CBM data and information

-  Real-time use of CBM

MOD-008

Transmission Reliability Margin

(TRM)

-  TRM Implementation Document

-  Calculate TRM

-  Share TRM data and information

MOD-028

Area Interchange Methodology

- Method-specific ATCID elements

- Modeling requirements

- Basic Area Interchange calculations:

-  TTC

-  ETC (firm and non-firm)

-  ATC (firm and non-firm)

-  Share TTCs

MOD-029

Rated System Path Methodology

- Modeling requirements

- Basic Rated System Path calculations:

-  TTC

-  ETC (firm and non-firm)

-  ATC (firm and non-firm)

-  Share TTCs

MOD-030

Flowgate Methodology

-  Method-specific ATCID elements

-  Identify Flowgates

-  Modeling requirements

-  Basic Flowgate calculations:

-  TFC

-  AFC (firm and non-firm)

-  ETC (firm and non-firm)

-  AFC to ATC

-  Share TFCs

MOD-001

Available Transfer Capability

(ATC)

-  Identify ATC methodology used

-  ATC Implementation Document

-  Follow counterflow rules

-  Calculate ATC at specified intervals

-  Share ATC data and information


[image: image3.wmf]MOD-004

Capacity Benefit Margin

(CBM)

-  CBM Implementation Document

-  Request CBM

-  Allocate CBM

-  Update CBM

-  Share CBM data and information

-  Real-time use of CBM

MOD-008

Transmission Reliability Margin

(TRM)

-  TRM Implementation Document

-  Calculate TRM

-  Share TRM data and information

MOD-028

Area Interchange Methodology

- Method-specific ATCID elements

- Modeling requirements

- Basic Area Interchange calculations:

-  TTC

-  ETC (firm and non-firm)

-  ATC (firm and non-firm)

-  Share TTCs

MOD-029

Rated System Path Methodology

- Modeling requirements

- Basic Rated System Path calculations:

-  TTC

-  ETC (firm and non-firm)

-  ATC (firm and non-firm)

-  Share TTCs

MOD-030

Flowgate Methodology

-  Method-specific ATCID elements

-  Identify Flowgates

-  Modeling requirements

-  Basic Flowgate calculations:

-  TFC

-  AFC (firm and non-firm)

-  ETC (firm and non-firm)

-  AFC to ATC

-  Share TFCs

MOD-001

Available Transfer Capability

(ATC)

-  Identify ATC methodology used

-  ATC Implementation Document

-  Follow counterflow rules

-  Calculate ATC at specified intervals

-  Share ATC data and information

 

The implementation plan includes the proposed retirement of the following standards:

· FAC-012 – Transfer Capability Methodology.  Now addressed in MOD-028, MOD-029, and MOD-030.

· FAC-013 – Establish and Communicate Transfer Capabilities.  Now addressed in MOD-028, MOD-029, and MOD-030. Also to be addressed in future NAESB Business Practices.

· MOD-002 – Review of TTC and ATC Calculations and Results. Now addressed in MOD-028, MOD-029, and MOD-030. Also to be addressed in future NAESB Business Practices.

· MOD-003 – Regional Procedure for Input on Total Transfer Capability and Available Transfer Capability Methodologies and Values.  To be addressed in future NAESB Business Practices.

· MOD-005 – Procedure for Verifying Capacity Benefit Margin Values.  Now addressed in MOD-004.

· MOD-006 – Procedures for the Use of Capacity Benefit Margin Values.  Now addressed in MOD-004

· MOD-007 – Documentation of the Use of Capacity Benefit Margin. Now addressed n MOD-004

· MOD-009 – Procedure for Verifying Transmission Reliability Margin Values.  Now addressed in MOD-008

The standard drafting team was charged with revising the ATC-related modeling standards to comply with the FERC directives and industry participant consensus recommendations and is coordinating its efforts with NAESB to ensure that there are no gaps and no overlaps in the combined requirements.  Please review the revised standards and the implementation plan and then answer the questions on the following pages.  Please submit comments by December 14, 2007.  
You do not have to answer all questions.  Enter All Comments in Simple Text Format.  
Insert a “check” mark in the appropriate boxes by double-clicking the gray areas.
1. The drafting team has proposed an Implementation Plan for these standards.  Should additional time be provided for successful implementation?    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

If “Yes,” please identify your concerns.  Comments:       

2. If there are any proposed definitions that you believe are incorrect, please identify the term and provide a substitute definition.

Incorrect Definition:      
3. If there is a requirement in any of the proposed standards that you believe is technically incorrect, please identify the standard and requirement and identify what is incorrect.  If possible, provide alternate language that you believe would make the requirement technically correct.   

Incorrect Requirement:      
4. The drafting team has proposed a set of measures and compliance elements for the standards.  If there is a measure or compliance element that you believe is incorrect, please identify this for us, being as specific as possible with a suggestion for revising the language so it is correct.    

Incorrect Measure or Compliance Element:      
5. Are you aware of any conflicts between the proposed standard and any regulatory function, rule/order, tariff, rate schedule, legislative requirement or agreement?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

If “Yes,” please explain why and provide supporting information.    
Comments:      
6. Please provide any other comments (that you have not already provided in response to the questions above) that you have on the draft standards. 
Comments:      
Choose One or More Methodologies





MOD-001, MOD-004, MOD-008 Apply to All Methodologies
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Arrangement of Requirements within the Proposed Set of ‘ATC’ Standards
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