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1. Objectives:

a. Clarify

i. Critical lines – Place RE in role to designate which lines are subject to this standard.
1. R1.
The Regional Entity in consultation with its members shall prepare, and update annually a list of designated sub 200kV transmission lines as subject to this standard.  The RE shall define a method to determine the reliability significance and a selection criterion for sub 200kV lines subject to this standard such as:

a. R1.1.
a transmission line whose loss would result in widespread or cascading transmission outages (if loss is due to vegetation grow-in)

b. R1.2.
a transmission line whose loss would result in an Interconnection Reliability Operating Limit (IROL) violation.

c. R1.3.
a transmission line whose loss would directly cause or contribute to transmission system instability, separation, or a cascading sequence of failures, or could place the transmission system at an unacceptable risk of instability, separation, or cascading failures.

d. R1.4.
a transmission line whose loss would cause an Adverse Reliability Impact, defined to be “The impact of an event that results in frequency-related instability; or uncontrolled separation or cascading outages that affects a widespread area of the Interconnection.”

e. a transmission line identified to be operationally significant.
ii. Applicability – Applies to Transmission Owners and Regional Entities
iii. Regional Entity interpretation differences

iv. Use of IEEE 516 for Clearance 2
b. Define

i. ROW

ii. Hazard Tree

iii. Easements

iv. Assumptions

v. Methodology – examples of clearance determination
vi. Best management practices (ANSI A300 Standard)
c. Document technical basis
Notes for the “Obstacles” Paper

Steve C volunteered to produce a draft document with support of the team members below that describes the issues, current attempts to address them and recommendation for resolution.
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The problem of Federal vs non Federal lands is one of:

1. Jurisdiction

2. Coordination

3. Communication

4. Rights of special use permit-holders

5. Rogue personnel

6. Technical qualification

7. Responsibility conflicts

8. Crossed purposes
9. Who determines clearances (1, 4, 5)

10. Mitigation 
Potential Draft definitions for inclusion in NERC Glossary
Clearance 1: is a distance between the expected mature height of vegetation and a transmission line that a Transmission Owner must achieve at the time of vegetation maintenance.  A Clearance 1 distance must be set such that by the time of the next maintenance work the distance between the expected mature height of the vegetation and a transmission line will not be less than Clearance 2.

Clearance 2: is a distance between the expected mature height of vegetation and a transmission line that at no time can be encroached by vegetation. 
Right of Way: A corridor of land on which electric lines may be located with a lateral dimension or width that may vary depending on existence of buffer zones,----,-----. The Transmission Owner may own the land in fee, own an easement, or have certain franchise, prescription, or license rights to construct and maintain lines.
Hazard tree: a structurally unsound (such as diseased, dead, dying, etc.) tree that could come within proximity of Clearance 2 when it fails.
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