Access Control System – a system which provides for Authentication, Authorization and frequently Accounting of access through either a Physical Security Perimeter or an Electronic Security Perimeter.  An Access Control System may be a single computer system which performs all three functions, or may be a combination of two or more computer sub-systems which work together to accomplish all three functions.

1. Authentication is the process of verifying a user’s or object’s identity.  
2. Authorization is the process for granting an authenticated user or object, the authority and access to perform a certain operation.

3. Accounting provides an audit trail of access, and includes logging of access by identification and time.
