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IRO-017-1 – Outage Coordination 
 
Rationale: 
During development of this standard, text boxes were embedded within the standard to explain the 
rationale for various parts of the standard.  Upon BOT approval, the text from the rationale text boxes 
was moved to this section. 
 
This standard is in response to issues raised in NOPR) paragraph 90 and recommendations made by the 
Independent Expert Review Panel and SW Outage Report on the need for an outage coordination 
standard. It allows for one cohesive standard to address all outage coordination concerns as opposed to 
having multiple requirements spread throughout the various standards. 
 
Rationale for Time Horizon: 
The official definition of the Operations Planning Time Horizon is: “operating and resource plans from day‐
ahead up to and including seasonal.” The SDT) equates ‘seasonal’ as being up to one year out and that 
these requirements cover the period from day-ahead to one year out. 
 
Rationale for R3: 
Planning Assessment is a defined term and a document that Planning Coordinators and Transmission 
Planners already have to produce for approved TPL-001-4.  It is not a compilation of load flow studies, but 
a textual summary of what was found in those studies including rationales and assumptions. 
 
Rationale for R4: 
The SDT has re-written Requirement R4 to show that the process starts with the Planning Assessments 
created by the Planning Coordinator and Transmission Planner and then those Planning Assessments are 
reviewed and reconciled as needed with the Reliability Coordinator. This is in response to comments in 
paragraph 90 of the FERC NOPR about directly involving the Reliability Coordinator in the planning 
process for periods beyond the present one year outreach as well as recommendations in the IERP.  The 
re-write should not be construed as relieving the Reliability Coordinator of responsibilities in this area, but 
simply as a reflection of how the process actually starts.  
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In the future, the SDT believes that such coordination should take place in the TPL standards, and to 
support that position, the SDT has created an item in a draft SAR for TPL-001-4 that would revise 
Requirement R8 to make the Reliability Coordinator an explicit party in the review process described 
there. 
 
In addition, the SDT will submit a request to the Functional Model Working Team to adjust the roles and 
responsibilities of the Reliability Coordinator to this new paradigm. 
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