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Comment Form for 1st Draft of Standard for Backup Facilities (Project 2006-04)  

Comment Form for 1st Draft of Standard for Backup Facilities (Project 2006-04)  
Please use this form to submit comments on the 1st draft of the standards for Backup Facilities (Project 2006-04).  Comments must be submitted by March 7, 2008.  You may submit the completed form by e-mail to sarcomm@nerc.net with the words “BF Standards” in the subject line.  If you have questions please contact Ed Dobrowolski at ed.dobrowolski@nerc.net or by telephone at 609-947-3673.

	Individual Commenter Information

(Complete this page for comments from one organization or individual.)

	Name: 
     

	Organization: 
     

	Telephone: 
     

	E-mail:
     

	NERC Region (check all Regions in which your company operates)
	
	Registered Ballot Body Segment (check all industry segments in which your company is registered)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ERCOT

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 FRCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MRO
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NPCC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 RFC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SERC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SPP

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 WECC

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NA – Not Applicable
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 — Transmission Owners

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2 — RTOs and ISOs

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3 — Load-serving Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4 — Transmission-dependent Utilities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5 — Electric Generators

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6 — Electricity Brokers, Aggregators, and Marketers

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7 — Large Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8 — Small Electricity End Users

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	9 — Federal, State, Provincial Regulatory or other Government Entities

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	10 — Regional Reliability Organizations and Regional Entities

	


	Group Comments (Complete this page if comments are from a group.)

Group Name: 

     
Lead Contact:

     
Contact Organization:
     


Contact Segment:

     


Contact Telephone:
     
Contact E-mail:

     

	Additional Member Name
	Additional Member Organization
	Region*
	Segment*

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     


*If more than one Region or Segment applies, please list all that apply.  Regional acronyms and segment numbers are shown on prior page.

Background Information 
The Backup Facilities Standard Drafting Team (SDT) is submitting these questions as part of its initial effort in revising EOP-008.  Extensive revisions have been made to the existing standard.  Many of these changes are a direct result of comments received from industry and from FERC Order 693.  

The SDT is attempting to come up with practical limits as to which Transmission Operators (TOPs) need to be covered by this standard.  This is to avoid placing undue burdens on small entities that would not have a deleterious effect on the reliability of the Interconnection.  In that same vein, the SDT is allowing TOPs and BAs to provide needed backup functionality through third-party contract services.  Again, this is an effort to reduce the burden on these entities without adversely impacting reliability.  

The SDT has not included the Generator Operator (GOP) with a centrally dispatched control center as an applicable entity in this standard.  This position is in conflict with a directive in FERC Order 693.  The SDT has discussed this issue at length and has been unable to come up with a reliability-based reason for centrally dispatched GOP inclusion.  However, this position will need to be defended at FERC when this standard is filed.  Along those lines, the SDT is working on a position paper outlining the reasons for this approach.  A specific question has been included on this topic with a direct request for inputs from GOPs.  In general, the SDT must provide an alternative approach that presents an equally effective and efficient solution to the one proposed in FERC Order 693.  This could include items such as suggesting strengthening other standards, presenting business practices that may be followed now that would preclude the need for a backup control center, lesser cost alternatives, etc.       

The SDT has also established timeframes for when backup capability must be available.  These time frames are different for Reliability Coordinators (RCs) versus TOPs and BAs.  Specific questions asking for feedback on these times have been included below.  In addition, questions related to times involved for testing and re-establishment of primary/backup capability have been raised.  

The Backup Facilities Standard Drafting Team would like to receive industry comments on this revised standard.  Accordingly, we request that you include your comments on this form and e-mail to sarcomm@nerc.net with the subject “BF Standards” by March 7, 2008.

You do not have to answer all questions.  Enter All Comments in Simple Text Format.  
Insert a “check” mark in the appropriate boxes by double-clicking the gray areas.

1. The SDT has attempted to limit the applicability provisions for Transmission Operators in this standard.  Do you agree with this limitation?  If not, please provide the reasons and alternatives. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
2. The SDT has decided not to include the Generator Operator (GOP) with a centrally dispatched control center as an applicable entity in this standard at this time.  The SDT believes that there are other equally efficient and effective methods for the GOPs to continue to fulfill their role in preserving the reliability of the Interconnection following the loss of its control center.  This position is contrary to a directive in FERC Order 693.  The SDT will need to provide specific reasoning to FERC for adopting such an approach and is therefore, soliciting opinions from the industry.  Do you agree with this approach?  If not, please state the reasons and suggest an alternative.  The SDT is particularly interested in receiving inputs from GOPs as to how they currently handle such a situation. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
3. Requirement R6 — Do you think that the 2-hour transition time frame for Reliability Coordinators is appropriate?  If not, please state the reasons and suggest an alternative.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
4. Requirement R7, R8.1, and R8.2 — Do you think the 2 to 6-hour time frame for applicable Transmission Operators and Balancing Authorities is appropriate?  If not, please state the reasons and suggest an alternative. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
5. Requirement R12 — Do you think that implementation or testing operations for a minimum of two hours annually is appropriate?  If not, please state the reasons and suggest an alternative. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
6. Requirement R13 — The SDT proposes that within 6 calendar months of having lost its primary control center or backup capability that an entity will have a plan in place for re-establishing backup capability.   Is 6 calendar months appropriate?  If not, please state the reasons and suggest an alternative. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
7. If you are aware of any regional variances that would be required as a result of this standard, or if you are aware of any conflicts between the proposed standard and any regulatory function, rule order, tariff, rate schedule, legislative requirement, or agreement, please identify them here. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
8. If you have any other comments on the proposed standard that you haven’t already provided in response to the questions above, please provide them here.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments:      
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