BAL-004-2 Time Error Correction Field Test
Purpose: 
To identify the effect of modifying the approach to Time Error Correction as described in draft standard BAL-004-2.

Oversight Committee:

The BAC SDT recommends that the NERC Resources Subcommittee serve as the Technical Steering Committee for this Field Test. 

Duration:
One year and six months, from February 1, 2009 until August 1, 2010, with the option to terminate prior to the closing date or extend beyond the closing date based on results.  Since this Field Test will be coordinated with a related NAESB effort, the BAC SDT recommends authorizing an extended duration to allow for any potential scheduling conflicts between the two organizations.   
Participants:


Eastern Interconnection Time Monitor


All Eastern interconnection Balancing Authorities

 Description of Data to Collect or Monitor:


Number of frequency excursions

Reports of any problems due to accumulated Time Error

Method of Data Collection:
Doug Hils from Duke Energy has volunteered to provide data from their PI Historian system to support this effort, in the form of a CSV file of clock-minute average frequency data each month in both EST and GMT.  
NERC will provide an e-mail address for reports of any problems due to accumulated Time Error.

Reporting:
A representative of the Resources Subcommittee will report to the Standards Committee in person on a monthly basis for the first three months of the Field Test an on quarterly basis thereafter to provide an update on the progress of the field test. 

Criteria for Success:
If the number of frequency excursions decreases and no problems

 (reliability related or otherwise) are reported due to accumulated Time Error. 

Compliance-related Impacts:
All participating Balancing Authorities as described above shall be required to implement time error corrections that comply with the proposed BAL-004-2 Requirements R2.1 and R2.2.  Participating Balancing Authorities that comply with proposed BAL-004-2 Requirements R2.1 and R2.2 shall be considered to have complied with BAL-004-1 Requirements R2.1 and R2.2.  Participating Balancing Authorities not complying with proposed BAL-004-2 Requirements R2.1 and R2.2 shall be considered to have violated BAL-004-1 Requirements R2.1 and R2.2, and will be subject to sanctions as in accordance with NERC's Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement Program and associated Sanctions Guidelines.  
Back-out Plan:

If determined to be necessary by the Technical Steering Committee, this Field Test may be halted as follows:

1.) The Eastern Interconnection Time Monitor shall be directed to halt all ongoing Time Error Corrections.
2.) The Termination Plan shall be implemented.
Termination Plan:
Upon the expiration of the duration of this Field Test, or upon a directive to halt the Field Test by the Technical Steering Committee, this Field Test may be terminated as follows:

1.) Eastern Interconnection Reliability Coordinators shall be advised of the termination of the Field Test via the Reliability Coordinator Information System.
2.) All Balancing Authorities shall be advised that until further notice, they must resume implementation of BAL-004-1.

3.) The Standards Committee, the NERC Director of Compliance, and all Regional Entity Compliance Managers shall be advised that the Field Test has been terminated.
4.) When requesting Time Error Corrections during the 30 calendar days following the halting of the Field Test, the Eastern Interconnection Time Monitor shall direct Balancing Authorities to comply with BAL-004-1 (or its successor). 

�it would help if you identified what the problems would be - as a minimum I'd recommend that these be identified as "reliability-related" operating problems


�AJR response – I think we are talking about more than just reliability related problems.  If someone gets upset because clock accuracy goes from +/- 10 seconds to +/- 20 seconds, that will be valid data to know as well.





