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Unofficial Comment Form for SAR and Proposed Modification to Definition of System Operator (Project 2010-16)

Please DO NOT use this form to submit comments.  Please use the electronic comment form located at the link below to submit comments on the SAR and proposed modification to the definition of System Operator (Project 2010-16).  This comment form must be completed by December 3, 2010.
If you have questions please contact Mallory Huggins at mallory.huggins@nerc.net or by telephone at 609-619-1629.
http://www.nerc.com/filez//standards/SAR_Project 2010-16_Proposed_Mod_to_Def_of_System_Operator.html
Background Information 

The current definition of System Operator is influenced by the organization of the industry prior to FERC order 889, specifically to the era where the generator dispatcher sat in the same control room as the transmission operator or at a minimum in a control center down the hall from the transmission operator.

Current Definition of System Operator: An individual at a control center (Balancing Authority, Transmission Operator, Generator Operator, Reliability Coordinator) whose responsibility it is to monitor and control that electric system in real time.

Industry restructuring and rules of conduct established by FERC Order 889 have resulted in separation of generation and transmission functions.  NERC’s Functional Model generally defines the responsibilities of the Generator Operator as “operat(ing) generating unit(s) and perform(ing) the functions of supplying energy and reliability related services.” Given this limited scope, the Generator Operator (GOP) cannot be considered as operating on the same level as the Reliability Coordinator, Transmission Operator or Balancing Authority when it comes to real time information on the status of the BES.  The GOP does not monitor and control the BES, rather the GOP only monitors and controls the generators that it operates and relays information to other operating entities.  Hence the GOP’s real time operating personnel are no more System Operators than the real-time operating personnel who work for the Distribution Provider, Purchase-selling Entity or Load Serving Entity.
· The GOP cannot be relied upon to monitor and control the BES.  

· The GOP cannot take unilateral action with its own assets.  

· The GOP cannot do anything unless instructed by or with the approval of the RC, TOP or BA.   

· The GOP cannot perform contingency analysis, institute transmission switching orders, know real time transmission line flows and status, flow gate data or issue TLR’s. 

· The GOP only monitors and controls the generators that it operates and relays information to other operating entities.  

Therefore, the existing definition of System Operator should be revised to remove the inclusion of “Generator Operator.”  This change would avoid the confusion caused by the use of the term “System Operator” in reference to the real-time operating personnel who work for Generator Operators.  Inaccurate definitions results in misconception of responsibilities and expectations which can negatively impact reliability.

Proposed Definition of System Operator: An individual at a control center (Balancing Authority, Transmission Operator, Reliability Coordinator) whose responsibility it is to monitor and control the Bulk Electric System in real time.
1. Do you agree that there is a reliability-related need to modify the definition of System Operator?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments: 
2. Do you agree with the scope of the proposed SAR?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 

Comments: 
3. If you have any other comments on this project, please provide them here.
Comments: 
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