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	Standard
	072
	(No Number Exists)
	Vegetation Management Program
	The Vegetation Management Program standard was introduced with the revised standards produced by the CTTF and approved by the NERC Board of Trustees on April 2, 2004.  It was not given a number in the format of the original Planning Standards.

	Title
	Vegetation Management Program
	(No Number Exists)
	Vegetation Management Program
	

	Purpose
	To ensure that transmission owners have a vegetation management program to prevent transmission line contact with vegetation, and to ensure that certain vegetation-related outages are reported to the appropriate
	(No Purpose Exists)
	None.
	Language paraphrased from the Requirements of the Standard.  See below, Section 1.

	Effective Date
	February 8, 2005
	Approved by NERC BOT
	April 2, 2004
	

	Standard Applicability
	Transmission Owners
	Applicable to
	Transmission Owners.
	

	

	Section 1
	Vegetation Management program for Transmission Owner
	Brief Description
	Vegetation Management program for Transmission Owners
	

	Section 1 Applicability
	Transmission Owners
	Applicable to
	Transmission Owners
	Same as “Applicable To,” above

	Section 1 Requirements
	R1-1.
Each transmission owner shall have a vegetation management program to prevent transmission line contact with vegetation. The vegetation management program shall include the following three elements:

1. Inspection requirements

2. Trimming clearances

3. Annual work plan

R1-2.
Each Transmission Owner shall report to its Regional Reliability Council all vegetation-related outages on transmission circuits 200 kV and higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the Regional Reliability Council to be critical to the reliability of the electric system.


	Requirements
	1.
Each transmission owner shall have a vegetation management program to prevent transmission line contact with vegetation. The vegetation management program shall include the following elements:

· Inspection requirements

· Trimming clearances

· Annual work plan

2.
Each transmission owner shall report to its Regional Reliability Council all vegetation-related outages on transmission circuits 200 kV and higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the RRC to be critical to the reliability of the electric system.


	Clarified the three sub-requirements of Requirement One by converting bullets to numbers.

	Section 1 Measures
	M1-1.
The Transmission Owner’s vegetation management program documentation contains the following elements:

1. Inspection requirements

2. Trimming clearances

3. Annual work plan

M1-2.
The Transmission Owner shall have evidence it performs vegetation program maintenance in the annual work plan according to the requirements and procedures contained in the program.

M1-3.
The Transmission Owner shall have evidence it reported all vegetation-related transmission line trips on lines of 200kV or higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the Regional Reliability Council to be critical to the reliability of the electric system 
	Items to be Measured
	1. The vegetation management program documentation contains the following elements:

Inspection requirements

Trimming clearances

Annual work plan

2.
The transmission owner performs vegetation program maintenance in the annual work plan according to the requirements and procedures contained in the program.

3.
All vegetation-related transmission line trips on lines of 200kV or higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the Regional Reliability Council to be critical to the reliability of the electric system are reported.
	Clarified the three sub-measurements of Measurement One by converting bullets to numbers.

	Section 1 Regional Differences
	None identified.
	
	None identified.
	

	Section 1 Compliance Monitoring Process
	Reporting Requirements

Self-certification

The Transmission Owner annually self-certifies that it has performed vegetation program maintenance in the annual work plan according to the requirements and procedures contained in the program.

Periodic Reporting

Transmission Owners shall report vegetation-related line outages on transmission circuits 200 kV or higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the Regional Reliability Council to be critical to the reliability of the electric system, to the Region for a calendar month by the 20th of the following month. The Region shall report quarterly results to NERC.

All outages shall be reported where the cause of the outage is the line faulting due to contact with vegetation, except:

· Multiple outages on an individual line, if caused by the same vegetation, shall be reported as one outage regardless of the actual number of outages within a 24-hour period.

· A single trip followed by a successful automatic reclose within a 24-hour period shall not be a reportable outage.

Reporting Period

Three-year Audit

The Compliance Monitor will conduct an on-site review every three years. The Vegetation Management Program will be reviewed and assessed.

Self-Certification

The Transmission Owner annually submits a self-certification that it has performed all vegetation management maintenance in the annual work plan during the past calendar year that is described in the Vegetation Management Program.

Periodic Reporting

All vegetation-related transmission line trips on lines of 200kV or higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the Regional Reliability Council to be critical to the reliability of the electric system will be reported to the region on a monthly basis by the 20th of the following month. The Region shall report quarterly results to NERC by the last business day of January, April, July, and October.

Compliance Reset Period

One calendar quarter

Compliance Monitoring Responsibility

Regional Reliability Council. Each Region shall report compliance and violations to NERC via the NERC Compliance Reporting process.
	Reporting Requirements

Reporting Period

Compliance Reset Period

Compliance Monitoring Responsibility
	Reporting Requirements

Self-certification

The transmission owner annually self-certifies that it has performed vegetation program maintenance in the annual work plan according to the requirements and procedures contained in the program.

Periodic Reporting

Transmission owners shall report vegetation-related line outages on transmission circuits 200 kV or higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the Regional Reliability Council to be critical to the reliability of the electric system, to the Region for a calendar month by the 20th of the following month. The Region shall report quarterly results to NERC.

All outages shall be reported where the cause of the outage is the line faulting due to contact with vegetation, except:

· Multiple outages on an individual line, if caused by the same vegetation, shall be reported as one outage regardless of the actual number of outages within a 24-hour period.

· A single trip followed by a successful automatic reclose within a 24-hour period shall not be a reportable outage.

Reporting Period

Three-year Audit

The Compliance Monitor will conduct an on-site review every three years. The Vegetation Management Program will be reviewed and assessed.

Self-Certification

The Transmission Owner annually submits a self-certification that it has performed all vegetation management maintenance in the annual work plan during the past calendar year that is described in the Vegetation Management Program.

Periodic Reporting

All vegetation-related transmission line trips on lines of 200kV or higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the Regional Reliability Council to be critical to the reliability of the electric system will be reported to the region on a monthly basis by the 20th of the following month. The Region shall report quarterly results to NERC by the last business day of January, April, July, and October.

Compliance Reset Period

One calendar quarter

Compliance Monitoring Responsibility

Regional Reliability Councils. Each Region shall report compliance and violations to NERC via the NERC Compliance Reporting process.
	The Vegetation Management Program standard contained a significant amount of information not captured in the other existing Planning Standards.  All of this extra information best fit into the Compliance Monitoring Process section of the new standard.

	Section 1 Levels of Non Compliance


	The Transmission Owner is in Full Compliance if the following Requirements are met:

Three-year Audit

The vegetation management program is fully documented and contains all three elements listed in Measurement M1-1of this Reliability Standard.

Self-Certification

The transmission owner performed all maintenance as described in the annual work plan.

Periodic Reporting

All vegetation-related transmission line outages of 200kV or higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the Regional Reliability Council to be critical to the reliability of the electric system are reported during a calendar quarter.

The transmission owner is non-compliant if:

· Vegetation-related outages occurred and were not reported during a one-month period

· The Vegetation Management Plan is found to be not complete

· The transmission owner did not perform necessary maintenance described in the annual work plan as reported via self-certification.


	Full Compliance Requirements

Non-Compliance


	Three-year Audit

The vegetation management program is fully documented and contains all three elements listed in Requirement 1 of items to be measured.

Self-Certification

The transmission owner performed all maintenance as described in the annual work plan.

Periodic Reporting

All vegetation-related transmission line outages of 200kV or higher and any other lower voltage lines designated by the Regional Reliability Council to be critical to the reliability of the electric system are reported during a calendar quarter.

The transmission owner is non-compliant if:

· Vegetation-related outages occurred and were not reported during a one-month period

· The Vegetation Management Plan is found to be not complete

· The transmission owner did not perform necessary maintenance described in the annual work plan as reported via self-certification.


	“Levels of Non-Compliance” were not specified in the current Standard.  The current Standard only identified Compliant or Non-Compliant.
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